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The next issue of the RECORDER 
will continue the topic of the May 
number, but dealing with another phase 
Of Bible study: 


| Bible Study in the Sunday School | 


It will be an interesting number, 
treating of a most important phase ‘of 
mission work. Below indicated 
several of the articles which are already 
an hand: 


The Sunday School and Bible Study 
W. F. Dawson. 


Sunday School Work among the An- 
glican Communions—J. HIND. 


The Sunday Bible School: How Best 
Conducted and Encouraged 
W. F. SEYMOUR. 


Sunday School Work in a Seminary 
Curriculum—C. BROMLEY. 
The International Uniform Lessons 
W. HUNTER. 


The ‘‘Organized Adult Bible Class’ 
Movement Conferences. 
W. MACNAUGHTAN and others. | 
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Editorial 


THIs number contains some of. the reports 
presented at the recent meeting of the 
China Continuation Committee. For a 


China Continuation 
Committee. 


‘complete report of the meeting, it will be necessary to wait for 
‘the printed Proceedings, which are promised to be ready for 


distribution before the end of June. At the opening of the 


_ meeting, after briefly reviewing some of the Committee’s activi- 


ties, the Chairman, Bishop Roots, mentioned some of the note- 
worthy developments of Christian work during the past year, as 
these affect the whole Christian body in China. The paragraphs 
that follow are a summary of what he said :— ) 
STEADY progress is being made 


_ The Forward Evangelistic i, the prosecution of the Forward 


ovement, Evangelistic Movement called for by 


the National Conference held in Shanghai under Dr. Mott’s 
presidency in 1913. That conference requested the China 
Continuation Committee ‘‘to take such action as may be 
necessary for the prosecution of such a campaign.’’ Two years 
ago the Committee decided that the most important contribution 
it could make to this Movement would be the securing of a 
National Evangelistic Secretary, and took action looking to 
this end. The fact that the Board of the Reformed Church 


in America retains Mr. Warnshuis on its roll of missionaries 
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and makes special provision for his salary, indicates how 


fundamentally and practically the sense of mutual dependence 
and obligation is being felt by the Boards and Churches in the 
West as well as by the missionaries in China. Mr. Warnshuis 
took up his duties as National Evangelistic Secretary on March 
Ist, 1916. I think this marks the beginning of a new era in the 
_ Evangelistic Movement which has already gained such head- 
way. It not only brings to the service of the whole country 
the experience of Amoy, and Fukien in general, with which 
Mr. Warnshuis has been so closely associated, but it marks the 
beginning of a definite attempt to deal with the problems of 
evangelistic work from a national point of view, gathering 
experience from year to year, in sure confidence that God has 
_ called His people in China to make this Forward Movement 
one of steadily increasing volume, depth, and power of life. 
movement that deeply affects 
the world has its business side The 
business side of missions is being more and more recognized as 
essential tosuccess. Thisinvolves not only the keeping of financial 
accounts in the most business-like fashion, but also the keeping 
of accurate and well systematized records over a long period of 
years. The coming of the Statistical Secretary of the China 
Continuation Committee, Rev. C. L. Boynton (who took up his 
work in the fall of 1915) marks a long step forward, not only 
in that he will help individual missions to keep adequate records 
of their work, but that he will help make these records more 
nearly uniform for the several missions, and this will make 
possible both comparative study and inductive study which has 
heretofore been practically impossible on any satisfactory scale. 
_ Even missionaries are at a loss in studying their own work 
until the records of their work are much improved. And this 
applies not only to the educational and medical, but also to the 
literary and evangelistic work. Substantial advance depends 
upon accurate knowledge of the facts concerning past or present 
condition. The Statistical Secretary is welcomed because of 
the help he will render in ascertaining and setting forth such 
facts, not only for individual missions, but for missions all over 
China,—not that he will himself record the facts and draw 
conclusions from them, but that he will help the missions to 
make such records as can be relied upon and as will yield real 
light to well-directed enquiry. ; 
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: | THE Committee of Reference and 
Increasing Support CF Counsel of the Foreign Missions Con- 


| tbe China Continuation ference of North America, N.Y., has 


Committee. 
for two years made an appropriation of 


G. $5,000 toward the support of the China Continuation Com- 
mittee. These funds are contributed by different missionary 
societies of North America. A number of societies in England 
and on the Continent have made contributions direct to the 
Committee. Groups of Chinese Christians, as well as indivi- 
duals, both Chinese and foreigners, have made liberal contribu- 
tion to the Committee, and such individual contributions are the 
main support ; but contributions of this corporate sort, together 
with expressions of confidence and hope such as have come from 
responsible persons, indicate that this Committee’s position is 
gradually gaining the kind of recognition which will enable it 
to do the work for which it was appointed, namely, to promote 
co-operation between the Christian forces in China, not by 


- Jegislation or mandatory action, but by facilitating mutual con- 


sultation, and affording to those who desire it the most well- 
considered advice which Christian work in China is thus far 


able to offer. 

The China Medical Board. far-reaching plans of the 

eller Foundation in China are 
gradually developing. A considerable amount of preliminary 
investigation and other work has been done, and much more will - 
be necessary before the details of the Board’s plans, or even their 
broad outlines, can be fully decided upon. This fact should be 
constantly borne in mind, and will lead thoughtful persons to 
beware for the present of expressing very decided opinions as to 
the bearing of these planus on missionary work in general. 
The declared sympathy of the Board with existing missionary 
work, however, has been so explicit and its members are so 
well known, uot only as able and public-spirited men, but as 
large-minded and in some cases conspicuously active supporters 


of Christian missions, that no doubt can be entertained 


of the Board’s friendly intentions. It is particularly reassur- 

ing to friends of missions in China, to see that Dr. Mott isa — 
member of the Board. ‘The Board’s activities during the year 
have shown that the resources it intends to employ in China are 
very large, and that these resources are likely to be applied to 
the development of the medical profession in China in a way 
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which will tend to improve the methods and elevate the ideals 
of every other profession also. Pending the further development 


of its plans, which are bound to mean so much to China and to 


missionary work in China, missionaries may well adopt a 
friendly and confident attitude toward the Board. 

‘* WHEN the Church sets itself to pray with the 
same seriousness and strength of purpose that it 
has devoted to other forms of Christian effort, it will see the King- 


1 ntercession. 


dom of God come with power.’’ These words, quoted fromthe — 


report of the Edinburgh Conference of 1910, have made a deep 
impression on many Christian people, missionaries and others, 
in China. Problems manifestly insoluble by human ingenuity, 
specially those raised by the War, and by the persistence of 


unhappy divisions’? within the Church, are also leading 


many to more seriousness, definiteness, and strength of purpose 
in prayer. The most significant fact of the past year is the 
steady growth of the spirit of prayer. An indication of this 
fact is the appointment by the China Continuation Committee, 
at its annual meeting in 1915, of the Special Committee on 
‘<The Promotion of Intercession,’’ and the widespread response 
which has met suggestions on this subject as made in the 
CHINESE RECORDER and through other channels. The special 
days of prayer during the Conferences at Kuliang, Kuling, and 
Mokanshan, and a similar occasion at Peitaiho, last summer, 
met a widely-felt need and were a source of much blessing. The 
Bible is being studied with new eagerness specially to learn its 
teaching about prayer. Books and tracts on prayer, both those 
which have become classic and those prepared since the War, 
are finding unprecedented sale. The page on Intercession iu 


-the January RECORDER which has been reprinted and issued in © 


Chinese as well as in English, has reached hundreds, possibly 


thousands of earnest people, both as individuals and in prayer © 


circles. The Morning Watch is beirg more widely observed 
than ever before. Students in schools and colleges are re- 
sponding even more generally than in past years, while many, 
even among those who were student volunteers before they came 
to China, have overcome difficulties to which they had succumbed 


and begun again to keep, without curtailing it, their morning | 


tryst with God. The Church is being leavened also by many 
groups of two or three who have recently discovered new mean- 


ing in our Lord’s promise to those who agree on earth as 
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touching anything that they shall ask. Mission meetings, 
committees, and even synods are made occasions for exercising 
the privilege of united intercession. Retreats and ‘‘quiet days”? 
or ‘quiet hours’? are fostering active reliance upon God,—the 
realization that ‘‘prayer has not only thought but will in it, ”’ 
and is not simply a frame of mind buta great energy. By 

these means, even more than by mutual conference and discus- 
sion, harmony within and also between Missions is reaching new 
levels of confidence and hope. 

We must not deceive ourselves into thinking that the whole 
- Church has been aroused to this New Life of Intercession, or 
even that any part of ic has more than begun really to ‘‘ pray 
without ceasing.” Nevertheless, the facts above noted are signs 
of the times and harbingers of a new day. 

In addition to what Bishop Roots has ex- 
a pressed in the foregoing paragraphs, we 
would like to emphasize the impression left 

upon us, after a careful reading of the Reports, of the spiritual 
tone which has characterized the whole meeting of the China 
Continuation Committee. One of the Reports. closes in a spirit 
of prayer and consecration and with a call to sacrifice and 
greater faith which will give the Church the power that will 
_ win China to Christ. We believe that the result will be a 
clearer realization of the fact that the true missionary is a co- 
worker with Jesus Christ, and with more heart-searching over 
the obvious lack reported in prayer life and the fact that 
intercession has not had its rightful place in our missionary . 

plans and activities, our desire for a closer fellowship with Him 
will be intensified. 

We believe that another helpful result of this Annual 
Meeting will be that the Chiuese members, rejoicing in a 
deeper union with Christ, will go forth with a desire that in 
the native Church there may be a fuller receiving of the power 
of the Holy Ghost. This devotional aspect is quite in keeping 
with another characteristic feature,—the prominence given to 
Evangelism in the various sessions. _ 

One member is reported as having said, ‘‘ The Committee 
is gradually getting nearer the Chinese and their problems.’’ 
It is significant that in one of the Reports we read, ‘* Gradually 
but surely the leadership of the Comes Church is passing from 
the missionary.’” 
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We have emphasized the devotional features ; we must not 
forget the practical side. The work of the China Continuation 
Committee is unique in that there is provision in the Executive 
for following up the investigations which it is making. That 
a good use will be made of the growing knowledge of facts in 
connection with these investigations is assured by the addition 
of the Revs. A. L. Warnshuis and C. L. Boynton to the ranks 
of the Executive Office. As Dr. A. H. Smith mentions in his 
article, ‘‘ There is a wide difference between discovering a 
country and exploring it.’’ The work of exploration can now 
be carried out on scientific lines, and the results shared by the 
whole missionary body. 

DURING the past month there has been a 
unique celebration throughout the whole 
; world, especially in the United States, in 
connection with the centenary of the American Bible Society. 
The home papers are bringing us details of the plans of the 
celebration, which not only included churches and Sunday 
schools, but educational institutions as well. Seeing the Bible 
is the chief classic of the English language, it is only natural 
that our principal educational institutions should bear testimony 

to the great and world-wide influence the Bible has exerted. | 

Many meetings were held in various parts of China. 
Possibly one of the most interesting was the celebration in 
Peking, practically held in what was once the ‘‘ Forbidden 
City.’”? The presence of these thousands to celebrate the 
unique work of the Bible Society must have been significant 
in its proximity to a scene which was so identified with anti- 
foreign and anti-Christian proceedings not so many years ago. 

In our March issue we referred to the vast amount of 
useful information packed into a pamphlet entitled, ‘‘ The 
American Bible Society in China; the Story of 82 Years’ 
Work,’’ written by the Agent for China, Rev. John R. — 
Hykes, D.D. We refer our readers to its pages to learn of 
the wonderful progress of the Society’s work in China, and of 
the close relation of the missionaries and the work of the Bible 


Societies. The following facts, however, will be of interest to 


our readers : 


_ The American Bible Society was organized in New York City 
in May 1816 to circulate the Holy Scriptures without note or 


comment. 
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The Society is undenominational in character and is sustained 
by the generous contributions of different denominations, from 
- which its Managers, Officers, and Agents are chosen. 

There are nine Home and twelve Foreign Agencies and the 
work of distribution is carried on through over 1,900 persons, 575 
of whom are in America and 1,367 abroad. The Scriptures are 
printed in over 150 languages. ‘The Blind have the Book of Life 
printed for them in twelve different kinds of characters. 

Ninety-three years ago it was reported that during the year 
“the greater part of 500 copies of the New Testament and some 
books of the Old Testament had been put into circulation.”” What 
a wonderful change has taken place in three generations! The 
circulation of the American Bible Society alone in 1915 was 
2,244,746 copies. If to these figures be added the circulation of 
the two other Bible Societies, the total is well over six millions. 

The grand total of volumes circulated by the American Bible 
Society in China during the eighty-three years is 20,916,061. 

It is remarkable that the circulation for the last two years of 
the Society’s Century (1914 and 1915) is 4,218,199 books, while 
the total circulation for the first ated years was 4,353,188 or only 
134,989 copies more. 

For forty-three years, 1833-1875, the work was under the care 
and direction of missionaries and during that time the circulation 
amounted to 1,300,500 books. ‘The China Agency was established 
in 1876 and since that time 19,615,561 volumes have been cir- 
culated, making the grand total, as noted above, of 20,916,061. 
. The circulation for the past five years (1911 to 1915 inclusive) was 

8,386,281 against sernars © distributed during the first sixty years, 
_ or more than double. 

The closing days of 1915 saw the completion of the ‘‘ Union’? 
Wénli Bible, twenty-five years after the Missionary Conference of 
May 1890 adopted plans for securing standard versions in this 
language and in Mandarin. It is hoped that this version, the 
production of the best scholarship of the missionary body, who 
had the benefit of the translations of previous sinologues, will 
really be a standard version until the church produces Chinese 
_ linguists capable of making a better. 

_ The ‘‘Union’’ Mandarin Bible will probably be completed 
some time in the early part of 1917. 


It is hoped that the sermons and addresses which will be given | 


throughout China this summer in connection with the American 
Bible Society’s Centennial will arouse the Chinese Church to a 
deeper sense of its obligation to scatter the word of God broadcast 


among the people. 
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The Promotion of Fntercession. 
J. WaLreR LOwRIE£. 


The hand that has made this page so helpful to hundreds for the 
year past has laid down the pen in China to take it up in America 
while on short furlough there. A hundred and more letters came 
in to welcome the awakening and heartening messages from month 
to month, some of which were published here for the encourage- 
ment of all. And many intercessors will remember with thanks- 
givings and petitions, during absence, the one who has been the 
channel of so much blessing. 

The work blocked out for us so naively on the April page as 
intercession studies for a month might well, if conscientiously 
prosecuted, occupy us for the rest of the year. Possibly the editor 
was speaking in Bible phrase and contemplated one month of weeks 
in prescribing the course. At least, so the present caretaker of 
this page interprets it, and expects to be put to it to finish in the 
prescribed period. He will welcome any reports of progress and 
discovery from those who have been tempted into that investigation 
(and are thankful for it). Let us share our findings. 

* And, perhaps, it will help to a mutual understanding at the 
outset to make the frank avowal that communion and confession 
have mainly constituted one’s prayer life hitherto, and that inter- 
cession has come and gone more like a visiting friend. But as air 
pumped into a tyre finds out the puncture, so responsibility 
assumed finds one’s weakness and moves a going man to prompt 


repair. | 
We would like to publish some answers to prayer from the 


China experiences of our RECORDER circle, and do now ask 


for some of the more manifest ones for the encouragement of those 
who are younger in the school of intercession. 4 

Rev. W. A. Cornaby of Hankow has for many years been 

translating into Chinese the sermons of prominent ministers of the 

West, and reports that during the whole period he has found but 
one on the subject of prayer! This is probably not true of us: 

nevertheless, would it not be well during the coming autumn 


‘ to devote a whole month to this subject alone, preaching and 


teaching, or inducing others to preach on successive Lord’s Days, 
upon such aspects of the business (for it is a business) as most 
practically concern our hearers and ourselves. | 
* * * 
Might we all pray that the coming summer Conferences may 
be characterized by the manifest presence of the Lord, as they will 
be if communion with Him is given an ample and unhurried share 
in their programme. | | 
Pray also that the plans, now making, of the Forward Evangel- 
istic Committee for the year of the widest evangelism yet undertaken 


in China may be wisely conceived and humbly, harmoniously, 


perseveringly and wisely carried out. 
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Contributed Articles 


Three Years of Wider Co-operation in China 
ARTHUR H. SMITH. 


—=WHE, predominant impression upon the minds of some at 
least of those who attended the recent conference of 
missionaries in Shanghai which is known as the China 
Continuation Committee, is that the present and the 

future opportunities for missionary development are, and are to 

be, limitless. No problems and no conditions have been con- 
fronted by this Committee which did not before exist. The 
same was true of the Edinburgh Continuation Committee. 

But the World Conference at the Scottish capital marked an 

era in modern missions because of the patient, intelligent, and 

combined effort on the part of many experts to find and to face 
the facts. No student of missions fails to perceive that since 

Edinburgh’s sessions World Missions stand out in an altogether 

new light. There are multiplied indications that ere many 

years a like affirmation can be made in China. Weare learning 
to see, to talk, to think, and to act corporately. To attain 
such a result no sacrifice of time or trouble can be too great. 

_ There is a wide difference between discovering a country and 

exploring it. ‘The discovery may antedate the exploration by 
many hundred years. The early missionary pioneers, Roman 

Catholic and Protestant, certainly discovered China as a mission 

field, and some of their letters and treatises are, and always will 

be, standard authorities. But the relatively small number of 
workers, their wide separation from one another, the barrier of 
mutually unintelligible dialects, as well as the necessarily 

_ rudimentary character of their preliminary work, prevented 

that thorough and co-ordinated exploration which the radically 

_ different circumstances of our day require. Theoretically the 

survey of a field as a whole should precede its missionary 

occupation, but at the beginning there are no men adequate to 
such a task. Now that the problem is better understood there 
has been gradually accumulated a large body of facts of which 


NOTE. —Readers of the RECORDER are reminded that the Editorial Board 
assumes no responsibility for the views expressed by the writers. of articles 
published in these pages. 
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- account must be taken by every worker, more particularly by 
new societies anxious to avoid overlapping. 

Evangelism is of the essence of missions. In the modern 
stressing of educational and of institutional work it has been 
feared that direct evangelization was neglected and even 
forgotten. But in the providence of God within recent years 
a@ new situation has arisen. Even in the midst of internal 
political disturbances on a great scale and extending to the 
alteration of the structure of the form of government, the bulk 
_of the people of China have been shown to be accessible if 
rightly approached. ‘This has been true, not only of the 
common people, but of students, the gentry, and even of 
officials. Great efforts have been made to get men and women 
into Bible classes, and much has been done in this important . 
work. But experience has shown that the follow-up task is as 
important as first approach. The lack of a sufficient number — 
of .qualified leaders in the Christian Chinese Church has been 
made impressively conspicuous throughout China. Successful 
evangelism involves and necessitates adequate instruction in 
the fundamentals of Christianity, a working knowledge of the 
Bible, tactful approach to men, and skill in organizing the 
new converts into working units definitely related to a coherent 
whole. Thus the entire question of theological training both 
for college graduates and for others less educated comes into 
renewed prominence. 

Indeed during the recent sessions evangelism, theological 
education, and a consideration of the best way to promote a 
more fruitful intercession were the topics which aroused the 
deepest interest. By considering these great problems from 
points of view which are China-wide, the Continuation Com- 
mittee is able to render a real service to China as a whole. 
’ The same is also true in regard to the important and the 
; pressing question how to prepare and how to circulate Christian 

literature suited to the demands of the time. Under the 
auspices of the Continuation Committee extensive inquiries 
into existing conditions have been instituted, and a carefully 
classified list of books, tracts, and leaflets has been prepared. 
The results are embodied in a valuable conspectus by Pastor 
Chieng Ching-yi, the varied and complex duties of whose office 
require the services of a qualified associate. 

The entrance of Mr. Warnshuis (after protracted shsotio- 
tions with his Board) upon the work of evangelistic secretary 
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for China and that of Mr. Boynton on his work in co-ordinating 
the statistics constantly accumulating, mark an advance in the 
work of the Committee which will prove of great value. 

- Other writers will give a more detailed view of a meeting 
held in circumstances of unprecedented difficulty, but we will 
content ourselves with quoting a few sentences from several 
papers written in reply to the question : Wiaet are your 
impressions of the 1916 meeting ? 

One member says: ‘‘In spite of the disturbed conditions 
and the lessened attendance, this has been our best meeting. 
This is largely due to devoting the bulk of the time to a few 
important topics. The Committee is gradually getting nearer 
to the Chinese and their problems.’’ A newly chosen delegate 
writes: ‘We shall go back to our fields of work with enlarged 
ideas, clearer visions, more sanguine hopes, and fresh inspira- 
tion for the tasks before us. But unless we pass on to our 
fellow-workers the ‘findings’ and urge them to read them a 
large part of the benefit will be lost.’’ 

Another remarks: ‘*One cannot but admire the com- 
bination of deep and sane spirituality in the leaders of the 
Continuation Committee. The oneness in spirit and the large 
measure of unity already realized make one more hopeful of 
even more visible union in the future. Actual work together 
seems the best way to break down artificial barriers and give a 
truer perspective to such as are real.’? Another new member 
mentions ‘‘the pervading devotional spirit, the sense of a 
purpose not diverted by details, and the realization of the great 
_ possibilities of this Committee. Several of last year’s reports 
weighed heavily in the decision of our local committee. This 
year’s reports are even more weighty. Not merely the recom- 
mendations but the reports themselves are needed.’? Another 
new member finds it ‘‘cheering and inspiring to realize how 
under the leading of this committee the best thought of the 
- entire missionary body is being given to an attempted solution 
of great problems. One can not but feel that the accumulated 
results of this wide co-operation will immensely enrich the 
Church of Christ in China, laying strong foundations, making 
possible as in no other way it could be done the use of the 


| Church as an effective instrument in spreadiug the Gospel in 


this great land.’? Several others write in a similar strain, or 
Suggesting improved methods of procedure, some of which 
will probably be adopted. A lady member from the beginning 


a 
4 
& 
& 
‘a 
r 
g 
q 
a 


The Chinese Recorder (June 
expresses the conviction that the grow in and 
power. 


As Dr. Goucher told usa year ago: ‘‘ The possibilities of 
the China Continuation Committee are boundless.”’ 


Impressions Made by the Annual Meeting upon Some of the Members, 


1. ‘‘ Every such Meeting is a post-graduate course to some of 
its members.”’ 

2. ‘* As to the spirit and understanding of each ateens the 
best Meeting yet held; as to the interest of the Chinese repre- 
sentatives the best yet ; as to progress, steady and hopeful.’’ | 

3. ‘‘In spite of the disturbed conditions in the country and 
the consequent smaller attendance, this has been the best Meeting 
of the Committee. The plan of giving the bulk of the time to the 
discussion of a few important Committee Reports is largely re- 
sponsible for this.” 

4. ‘'The sympathetic and constructive discussion of the work 
and plans of work by representatives, both foreigners and Chinese, 
of all of the larger Protestant Missions in China, give us a new 
sense of our common aim and make us realize tat we are indeed | 
one in Christ.’’ 

5. ‘*One of the best things about the Meetings is an increased 
sense of the essential oneness, yet manifold diversity of our work, 
and the interdependence of its several departments. One gets a 
fresh view of the greatness and complexity of this work, its 
insistent demands and ceaseless development, and one is forced 
back on God’s power and promises.”’ | 

6. ‘*‘ Among the impressions left by the Annual Meeting on 


the mind of one, who attended it for the first time, are the follow- 


ing: The variety of the subjects dealt with ; the seriousness with 
which the Committees have taken up their work; the immense 
mass of fact, opinion and experience, which the Reports place at 
the disposal of members ; the keen intetest manifested and high 
standard attained by many of the Chinese brethren; the broader 
outlook made possible by the Reports and discussions ; the hopeful 
spirit characterizing all the delegates ; the emphasis placed on the 
supremely spiritual side of the missionary work; the unity in 
Christ of all the workers; and the new vision of our oneness ‘in 
Christ’ for China ‘ out of Christ,’ which the Meetings furnish.”’ 
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Progress in Three Years 
D. MACGILLIVRAY. 


HREE years is a short time to accomplish great visible 
results, but those who have been with the Committee 


since its inception believe teat among other things it 

has 
1. Revived the work of defunct committees and imparted 
to them continuous life. 

2. Fostered aud expressed the essential unity of the 
Protestant churches in China and crystallized their corporate 
ideals. 

3. Amida multiplicity of details covering every phase of 
Christian work discussed by it, it has kept in the central place 
spiritual and evangelistic aims as the beginning, the middle, 
and the end of all mission work. : 


4. Assisted the Chinese Church in a period of unrest and 
transition to find itself, to develop wisely and in complete 
sympathy with the foreign missionaries so that it may safely 
enter upon the path which _ ultimately end in complete 
independence. 
§. Ascertained with something approximating to scientific 
accuracy a great and rapidly increasing body. of facts about 
which hitherto only a nebulous knowledge was possible. These 
facts the Committee embodies in two Year Books, one in 
Chinese and one in English, which are regarded as indispensable 
to all workers. 


6. Applied to the multifarious affairs of a common enterprise 
the sanctified business acumen which we expect to see iu great 
secular enterprises when conducted by Christian men. Any 
one of these aims would make it worth while to assemble the 
members from different parts of China. It is well to remember 
that these are permanent aims and that success is as certain 
as the process of the suns. 
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Report of Special Committee on a Forward 
Evangelistic Movement 
I, LESSONS LEARNED. 


committee’s attention during the past year been 
T devoted mainly to intensive activities by churches in 


preparation for aggressive evangelism, and in the 
training of Christian workers. This was in accordance 
with the ‘‘ Findings’ approved by the Continuation Committee 
last year, and the program of work that was then adopted. 
The committee is confirmed in its judgment, expressed in last 
year’s report, and based on careful study of the evangelistic 
work that has come within its knowledge, that the chief secrets 
of success, under the blessing of God, in securing the largest 
and most lasting results in a forward evangelistic movement 
lie within the Church itself. ‘Those which are most apparent 
are, first, a prompt recognition by the churches of their 
unequalled opportunity to evangelize hitherto unreached classes, 
and a realization of the corresponding duty with a great 
increase in evangelistic zeal ; second, adequate provision by the © 
local churches and missionary societies for the oversight of 
this new and important evangelistic work, which oversight, 
experience has shown, is absolutely indispensable to thorough, 
sustained, and fruitful work; third, the training of Christian 
workers, especially Bible teachers to instruct the new enquirers; 
and fourth, a life of deeper union with Christ and a fuller 
receiving of the power of the Holy Ghost in the churches and 
in the missions. 
It is an important result of this Forward Evangelistic 


. Movement that the Christian Church in China has been stimu- 


lated and the Christian forces have been aroused to the new 
opportunity, so that the study of the best evangelistic methods 


‘has been promoted, and more aggressive policies are being 


formulated, as the Church is recognizing to some extent its 
unpreparedness and the inadequacy of its leadership. It is 
inspiring to see throughout China both laymen and pastors 
sitting in classes with all the eagerness to know, to find out, and 
to imitate. The Church is very willing to be taught. The 
great need is wise, strong, inspiring, consecrated leadership. | 
It would make this report too long to give here, even in 
outline, the important lessons which the committee has been 
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learning during the past two years. These lessons are described 
in a valuable article in the January 1916 number of THE 
CHINESE RECORDER, in articles that will appear in the 1916 
China Misston Year Book, and especially in the Handbook 
prepared for this committee by Dr. W. E. Taylor, and published 
this month by the Association Press of China. The preparation 
of this Handbook was authorized last year, and it is with 
pleasure that we report its completion and publication. 


II. LESSONS APPLIED. 


It is encouraging to be able to report that the experience 
gained and lessons learned are already bearing fruit. On 
every side we hear of more careful preparation for organized 
evangelistic work, and the recognition of the essential importance 
of persistent follow-up of evangelistic meetings. The necessity 
of effective oversight ts being provided for, and the cost ts 
willingly accepted. Of this, we may point to the examples 
set by the Honan Presbytery of the Canadian Presbyterian Mis- 
sion which assigned two workers, one Chinese and one foreign, 
for one year to prepare for and follow up the special meetings 
‘that were held in that province ; and also by the Presbyterian 
Missions in Manchuria, who have assigned one of their 
missionaries, and who plan to assign also a Chinese Christian, 
to give their whole time to the supervision of the Forward 
' Movement which they have inaugurated; and also by the 
- Danish Lutheran Mission in Manchuria, who in their “ Crusade” 
have set aside picked men from the whole mission staff in each 
centre to carry through the Bible classes for new enquirers ; 
and also by the missions and Chinese churches in Kwangtung 
who have formally called (and will probably secure) four full- 
time secretaries for the forward movement in the western part 
of that province, as well as four other men who will each give 
at least half time in the eastern part of the province. The 
churches in Szechwan are proposing similar appointments. 
These instances are all of men appointed to give themselves 
entirely to the organization and promotion of union evangelistic 
work in their provinces. In Foochow, in Hangchow, in Amoy, 
in Tientsin, and doubtless in other cities, strong union evangel- 
istic committees are actively at work, some of them with men 
giving their whole time to the service of these committees, 
endeavouring with increasing experience to carry forward 
permanently the forward movements begun in 1913 and I9r4. 
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These churches and missions are setting themselves with 
earnestness to the evangelistic task in its increasing urgency. 
Other fruit of this committee’s work has been shown in 
new measures taken this year for the preparation of Christian 
workers and tratning of Bible class leaders. Upon the sug- 
gestion of the Special Committee on Sunday School and Bible 
Study, and in consultation with this committee, the China 
Sunday School Union has undertaken during the year a series 
of Bible Teaching Training Conferences, with the object of | 
securing more competent teachers for adult Bible classes and 


especially for the enquirers from evangelistic meetings. These 


conferences were held during July at Kuling, during October 
in Moukden, during February and March in Swatow, Canton, 
and Foochow. The influence of these conferences has been 
extended by the delegates who have on their return in many 
places held institutes in which the principal lessons learned have 
been repeated. The service rendered by Mr. Tewksbury in these 
conferences deserves special recognition. Bible teacher-training 
is now an essential part of systematic, persistent evangelism. 


III THE COMMITTEE’S RELATION TO WORK 
DONE AND PLANNED. 


The record of the year in work which is the cued ieetios 
of that begun in the previous year and also in work that is 
new, is too long to be given here in detail. For that record 
we must refer to the special articles already mentioned, and to 
the many missionary reports and periodicals in which it properly 
finds a place. Neither does it seem advisable to advertise here 
the plans that have been made or are iu process of making for 
advance movements this year. The initiation of such move- 
ments lies wholly outside of the province of this committee. 
This we fully recognize. We shall be glad if only we cau 
serve the churches and missions responsible for such movements 


by helping them to secure easily the benefits of experience 


gained in other parts of the country. It is sufficient to state 
here that the committee is in close touch with the continuation 
of the province-wide movement in Fukien, and of the special 
meetings held in several of the great cities in China in 1914, 
and it is also in touch with the plans that are developing iv 
Manchuria, Honan, Szechwan, and Kwangtung, and also with 
special evangelistic committees appointed by the Presbyterian 
Synod of the Five Provinces, the East Asia Conference of the 
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Methodist Churches, and with a large number of individual 
missions and stations. 


IV. COMMITTEE MEETING AND ACTION. 


The committee held a successful meeting, January 31st 
to February 2nd in Shanghai, at which were present repre- 
sentatives from Manchuria and Honan in addition to the other 
members of the committee. This meeting afforded opportunity 
for a careful review of another year’s work and an interchange 
of experience by those specially responsible for forward evangel- 
istic movements in various parts of the country. The findings 
and program of work for the ensuing year, which follow, were 
drafted at that meeting. It is becoming more clearly understood 
that the committee does not exist merely to assist in organizing 
special campaigns, but that its functions are to serve all the 
churches and missions in China that desire its assistance, in 
strengthening and increasing the permanent evangelistic work 
that they must do. 


V. SPECIAL WEEK OF EVANGELISM. 


The paragraph in the “ Program of Committee Work ” (VII, 
6. ~£ below) in which a special week of evangelism is suggested 
requires fuller explanation. The proposal originated in the minds 
of several of the members of the committee, and the possibilities 
of such a plan were illustrated by the experience of the South 
India United Church in the special week of evangelism carried 
through by them with great success last year. That Church 
has determined to again arrange for such a week next October, 
and other churches in India are this year making similar plans. 
With reference to such proposals for China, we clearly under- 
stand that it does not lie within the province of the Continua- 
tion Committee to issue any call for the observance of such a 
special week. This committee will only bring to the attention 
of the constituted authorities the wide-spread desire for such a 
week, and must leave it to these authorities to determine 
whether or not to issue such a call to their own community and 
also to decide the form of observance to be adopted by them, 
and the plans to be followed. In so far as it may be desired, 
the Forward Evangelistic Movement Committee will endeavour 
to serve those who decide to observe such a week by making 
known the various plans and methods that are being adopted. 
The correspondence that has already been received indicates 
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that the first full week after the Chinese New Year (old style), 
(2.¢., January 28th-February 4th, 1917) will be the time most 
suitable to by far the greater part of the country, but it does 
not seem essential that there should be any rigid rule regarding 
this question of time. In some districts where the number of 
experienced workers is small, it may be found desirable to 
arrange for successive weeks of evangelism in the different 
centres to enable these workers to help all of them. Neither 
is it absolutely essential that every part of such a large country 
should accept the very same dates to undertake such a special 
effort. It would seem that for those who find the suggested 
dates to be unsuitable for any reason, it would be just as helpful 
to choose another week, explaining to their workers that their 
efforts were a real part of the nation-wide movement, so that 
they might have the inspiration and stimulus that may come 
with that thought, even though the time is not strictly 
siniultaneous. It is much more important that every effort be | 
made to safeguard the church-members against the idea that 
one strenuous week will discharge the obligation of the year. 
The aim must be to make this week the climax of a whole 
year’s preparation and the beginni: ©‘ another year’s persistent 
follow-up. It should also be me «© | 1 that the objective of 


the week is not necessarily to '\_' ‘+ of large meetings, 
but further that it is to enlist « | .ch-member in some 
form of direct evangelistic work. '*y centres, perhaps in 


most, no special meetings will be lic it has been suggested — 
that in most places one of the defiuite objectives should be to 
seek to win the families that already have one or more represen- 


tatives in the Church or in Christian schools. Such suggestions 


as these and others will be made in fuller detail by the Forward 


_ Evangelistic Movement Committee to those who desire this. 


The proposal essentially is that missions and churches — 
should plan for a special week of evangelism, in which every — 
church-member is asked to take part. Such a definite piece 
of work set before the Church in the near future should lead 
to more definite preparation and active service. The central 
aim of such a plan would be to stimulate the Church as a 
whole, and every member of it to take a definite and regular 


part in the work of evangelism, and to help them to realize that 


the responsibility for this work rests on the whole body of the 
Church and not on paid workers only. The purpose should be 
to create a persistent, organized, and enthusiastic missionary 
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= endeavour in the whole Church, among both pastors and laymen, 


of which this week of evangelism would be but the beginning. 
Such a united effort would bring to the churches a new sense 
of real unity, and with that a new knowledge that each 
congregation and each member is supported by the resources 
of the whole Church. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


At the meeting in February, the Committee adopted the 
following two resolutions, which are now laid before the 
Continuation Committee for its action. — 

Voted, that we recommend to the China Continuation 
Committee that it express to the National Committee of the 
Young Women’s Christian Association its thanks for the 
response made to the request to set apart an experienced worker 
to give a part of her time to organizing evangelistic efforts for 
women and for girl students in China; and also that, with 
devout gratitude to God, it express its appreciation of the great 
value of the work Miss Paxson has been enabled to do during the 
past year, especially her evangelistic work in girls’ schools. 
The committee believes that this is a field that is very ready 
for large gathering of fruit and hopes that the National 
Committee of the Young Women’s Christian Association may be 
able to make adequate provision for continuing this part of 
their work. | 

Voted, that we recommend to the China Continuation 
Committee that it extend its vote of thanks to the National 
Committee of the Young Men’s Christian Association and 
so recognize the valuable assistance which Dr. W. E. Taylor 
has given to the Forward Evangelistic Movement Committee. 
He has served twice as the Acting Chairman of the Committee, 
and during the past two years has done much of the work of the 
Secretary of this Special Committee, in addition to the duties 
that devolved upon him as a Secretary of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. In a very large measure, it has been 
his work that has enabled this Special Committee to accomplish 
any part at all of the duties assigned to it. 


VII. FINDINGS. 


I. Sphere of Work. 


_ The committee has thus far devoted a considerable pro- 
portion of its attention to the study of evangelistic work for 
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students, both men and women, business men, and gentry in 
the larger cities. The reason for this was because meetings 
for these classes were held in the larger cities of China in 
1913 and 1914, and because of the resolution adopted by 
the National Conference ir 1:1, which said, ‘‘ The Conference 
believes that the time is 1ip ~ a great forward movement 


in the evangelization of sp- i. classes in cities. The call 


is urgent for comprehensive plais carried out with careful 
organization that will embrace the actual work and the con- 
servation of results. We appeal therefore to the churches 
in China to plan together for a co-ordinated evangelistic 
campaign in the immediate future, beginning with the larger 
cities.’’ | 

It is, however, evident that ‘he desire is wide-spread that 


the committee’s study should all forms of evangel- 
istic work for men and wome acing all classes, in the — 
smialler cities and in the coun: as in the larger centres, 
The committee agrees that | .  3pond to this desire and 
should give its attention t» 1 10 ield of evangelism, but 


it is also of the opinion ti itribution to the whole 
work will be in carrying for udy of the work already 
begun in the past two years, ©  u at, therefore, it should 
continue to give careful attentioi .v the work for special classes 
in the larger cities, while at the same time it makes a beginning 
in the study of the wider field. 

To the committee it seems that there is —_ for em- 
phasis upon the importance of including in the aim of all 
evangelistic efforts the winning of the whole family and it 
is to be noted, therefore, that every section of this report 
implies definite reference to work for women as well as for 


The committee wishes to iesneiieestee the purely advisory 
character of its work. It believes that the best service it can 
now render will be in studying evangelistic movements, and in 
making available for those who desire the committee’s help 
(é.g., local and provincial evangelistic committees, mission 
conferences, church organizations, etc.) such information as the 
committee may be able to _— along with any suggestions 
which the committee may be pre)» 1 to make. The appoint- 
ment of a National Evangelistic Scc.etary, free to devote his 
entire time to this work, should «, '. add to the committee’s 
usefulness. 
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2. Bible Study Classes. 


The special evangelistic work in the larger cities during the 
past two years has been characterized by the effort to use Bible 
Study Classes as a means of deepening the interest awakened by 
the larger meetings, and of leading men to personal faith in 
Christ. In reviewing these efforts, the committee finds that 
in every centre there has been great difficulty in securing 
qualified leaders of such Bible classes. The experience gained 
in many of these centres has revealed the following methods 
as being of large value in producing successful class leaders. 

a. Training Conferences. The Conferences specially 
planned for the training of leaders of adult Bible classes, which 
have been held during the past year, have been very helpful. 
Such conferences should provide expert educational instruction, 
practical training in leading Bible classes, and should also give 
suggestions concerning the promotion of personal work and 
other methods of fruitful evangelistic work. All those appointed 


to attend these Conferences should be pledged in advance to 


undertake the leadership of Bible study classes in their home 
churches upon their return. Before the delegates go to the 
Conference, plans should be made for local conferences so that 
the larger training conference may be repeated in some measure 
in every place that has sent delegates. Efforts should be made 
' to secure the attendance at these local conferences of all 
possible and probable leaders of Bible study groups, especially 
theological and other students. Experience has shown that 
there is much advantage in having two or more delegates from 
each centre appointed to attend the larger Conference, so that 
they can be of mutual help to each other in working out in 
their home churches the lessons they have learned. 

6b. Normal Classes. Experience also shows that for the 
permanent maintenance of successful Bible classes, it is essential 
that normal classes for the group leaders should be organized in 
each centre, and should continue throughout the year. Such 
classes can do much in helping the workers to use better 
educational methods, but their value will also be found in 
inspirational results. By dealing directly with the special 
difficulties encountered by each group, they can greatly 
encourage the individual leaders. 3 

c. Supervision. It has been found to be very important 
that there should be careful supervision of the work in the 
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Bible study classes for enquirers, with records of the attendance 
and of the work of the class. It also seems advisable that these 
classes should meet at the same time in one central place, 
rather than in isolated shops or other buildings, where they do © 
not get the mutual stimulus of each other’s success and are 
therefore more easily discouraged and easily discontinue their 
meetings. This also makes supervision easier and more effec- 


ad. Ministers. ‘This experience also seems to show that 
theological colleges and Bible schools should include in their 
regular curricula a more adequate provision for instruction in 
Bible class methods, with practical training in such classes, 


It also seems desirable that conferences should be planned for 


those who are already ministers and preachers in the churches, 
in which they also may be given some help along these lines 
and also in methods of training their church-members to do 


this work. 
3. Church Life. 


In the past few years in the larger cities, experience has 
shown that much of the difficulty of holding the interest of 
enquirers is to be explained by the low state of spiritual life in 
the churches, and their lack of evangelistic zeal. The churches 
do not seem ready to receive and care for the large numbers of 
new enquirers and Christians. This experience also suggests 
the following methods of dealing with this very serious 
difficulty. | 

a. Evangelistic Committee. A carefully chosen com- 
mittee can be of great service in keeping before the membership 
of the church the opportunities and duty of evangelistic efforts 
and in making plans for aggressive work. Where different 
denominations, or more than one congregation of the same 
denomination, are at work in one city, and they desire to unite 
in the prosecution of a forward evangelistic movement, such a 
union committee has been found to be very helpful. Such 
committees in the larger cities have also found that they need 
executive secretaries, who can give their whole time to the 
study, co-ordination, and continuous prosecution of evangelistic 
work in the city. | | 

5. The Ministry. There seems to, be reason to ask that 
the theological colleges and Bible schools should give more 
attention to this practical difficulty of carrying forward 
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evangelistic work with a Church lacking in missionary spirit 
and in qualified leadership, and should provide in their regular — 
curricula for instruction, practical as well as theoretical, along 
the lines of personal work and other evangelistic methods. 
For the ministers and preachers already at work in the 
churches, there seems to be need for some’ provision that will 
give them such special training, and for retreats that will 
nurture their spiritual life. In some cases, it has been found 
of great usefulness to appoint a special worker, or an assistant 


_ pastor, specially trained for personal evangelism and Bible class 


c. Deepening of Spiritual Life. Great benefit may be 
derived from meetings for Christians, whose motive should be 
the deepening of their prayer and spiritual life. They might 
take the form of Bible study classes, or of addresses, or of both. 
The results desired should be planned for, whether a call to 
service, Or prayer, or an attack on some known corporate 
failing. ‘These results will be in direct proportion to the care 
taken in preparatory work. A call to service should be prepared 
that the enthusiasm may find fitting expression. _ 
ad. Work for every Church-member. In several places 
there have been special efforts to find suitable work, that was 
practicable, for each individual church-member, making all 
feel that each one has a vital part in the evangelistic work of 


_the church. It seems to the committee that this should be 


recommended for more general adoption by all churches. 


€. Musstonaries. A study of the missionary forces in the 
larger cities would seem to show that those who are not engaged 
in educational, medical, and other institutions, have been almost 
altogether drawn into administration work, and therefore there 


are very few who are able to give more than a small fraction of 


their time to direct evangelistic work. These circumstances 
have developed gradually by the growth of the missionary 
enterprise, and it should be necessary only to call the attention 
of mission councils and Boards to the facts as they are in their 
own centres to lead them at once to set aside men and women 
in much larger numbers who can give their whole time and 
energy to direct evangelistic work in the cities of China at this 
time of extraordinary, large opportunity. The continuance of 
close relationships between financially self-supporting churches 
and missionaries engaged in direct evangelistic work is also a 
subject that seems to call for very serious consideration, 
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The experience mee the committee has had leads it to 
make the following suggestions :— | 

a. A supreme effort should be made to Padoeée men and 
women, both Chinese workers and foreign missionaries, with 
special evangelistic gifts and experience. Conferences for 
evangelistic workers in different parts of the country would be 
helpful in the cultivation of such gifts and in the exchange 
of successful experience. It also seems desirable that there 
should be better facilities by which churches that are planning 
evangelistic meetings may secure information concerning 
available workers. Where desired, this comunittee should | 
endeavour to serve as such an agency. 

b. There appears to be a need to help a encourage new 
missionaries, who are or will be assigned to undertake direct 
evangelistic work, and it is suggested that special classes at 
summer resorts and language schools should be arranged for to 
discuss fruitful methods of work, and the best presentation of 
the Gospel. It is also suggested that Home Boards should both 
look for men and women of special evangelistic gifts and also 
provide facilities for this training in the home lands with a 
view to doing this special work in China. 


5- Women's Work, 

The committee wishes again to point out that all the 
above sections of this report refer equally to the work among 
women and to the work among men. The disparity in the 
number of men and women in the church leads the committee © 
to re-emphasize its statement made last year calling attention 
to ‘‘the importance of keeping in mind that the aim of our 
work should be to reach the family and not merely the individ- 
ual and that, therefore, co-ordination and inter-relation of 
work for men and women should receive careful consideration.”’ 
If there is a Union Evangelistic Committee in the city, it is 
important that its work should include work among women, so 
_ that the effort may be made to get Christian women to face in 
a systematic way the task of reaching the women of the we 
with the evangelistic message. 


6. Program of Committee Work. 


The committee recommends to the China Continuation — 
Committee the adoption of the following program of work 


Cie Evangelistic Movement Committee. for the 


ensuing year. 

a. To endeavour to earnest, inter- 
cession in behalf of evangelistic work, and to this end to co- 
operate with the Committee on the Promotion of Intercession, 
and to urge that be a working of every evanr 
gelistic effort 

5. ‘To continue the study of the. Jessons to be gathered 
from the most fruitful evangelistic efforts throughout China, 
and also in other countries, especially. India and Japan, and to 
make helpful suggestions, based upon such experience, known 
to the Christian forces in China by means of the Christian 
periodicals in both Chinese and English. 
¢, have members of this committee, so far as possible, 
respond to invitations to visit synods, conferences, conventions, 
and other meetings iu order to keep before the Church the 
urgency of the existing opportunities for evangelistic work 
which seem to be limited only by the vigour of the spiritual life 
and the preparedness of the working forces of the Church. 

d. To continue to emphasize in every possible way the 
intensive and preparatory work in the churches, especially in 
the training of Christian workers for personal evangelism and 
for leadership of Bible classes, _ 

e. To give such assistance as is withid this conaelitenents 
power in the carrying on of special evangelistic work in such clties 
‘and provinces as desire this assistance, and as meet the condi- 
tions, which were specified in the report of last year, and which 
this committee believes to be necessary for the success of such 
movements. It seems especially desirable that the committee 
should endeavour to assist, so far as possible, the Local and 
Provincial Committees in carrying forward the special evangel- 
istic movements already. begun in various cities and provinces, 
so that the follow-up work may be persistently continued, and 
that the contact already made with government schools and 
other special classes may be maintained and drawn closer by 
cultivating their friendship and confidence. 

f To assist in making plans for a special week of evan- 
gelism in which every member of the churches of China may 
take part and with a view to reach all classes of the people. _ 

It is suggested that the week after the first Sunday of the 
Chinese year (old style) (24, J anuary 28th-February 4th, 
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‘1917) be observed for this purpose, wherever possible, with the 
understanding that with reference to the time there is liberty 
of choice for all. ames 

‘In making the above plans the aim should be to make this 
week the climax of a whole year’s preparation and the begin- 
ning of another year’s persistent follow-up. The objective 
should be to enlist every church-member in some form of 
direct evangelistic works without holding public 


meetings. — 

g-. To discover aud make known what experience shows to 
be the most suitable literature for evangelistic purposes that is 
already available; to take steps to secure the preparation of 
other books that are urgently meeded; to help in making known 
the most successful methods in getting such books circulated 
and read, and to make a larger use of Christian periodical 
literature, both in English and Chinese, in accomplishing the 
work to aid in which is the reason for the existence of this 
committee. 

97. Conclusion. 

| It is in ons spirit of prayer and consecration that this 
‘report should close. The Church of Christ faces a great open 
and possibly passing opportunity. The past few years have 
demonstrated that this opportunity is not confined to the great 
cities but exists in every part of the country where men have 
shown that they have a vital message answering to China’s — 
need to-day ; it is not one class, but all classes, students, gentry, 
merchants, farmers, soldiers, that are eager to hear good teach- 
ing ; it is not one man, but both Chinese and foreign evangel- 
ists in increasing number, who are successfully bringing the 
Gospel to these eager people ; it is an opportunity Iimited not 
by forces or influences outside the Church but apparently 
limited only by the life and activity of the Church itself. 

The Committee is meeting at a time of great political 
unrest and uncertainty. These circumstances may in many 
places forbid large public meetings ; they may determine the 
methods of evangelistic work, but they do not destroy the 
opportunity. Testimony is now coming in from centres that 
aré most disturbed showing that the evangelistic opportunities 
there are greater than ever. Men’s minds are sobered, and in 
great earnestness they are secking for light and truth that may 
help them in this day of great crisis. Commercially, politically, 
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educationally, China is changing’ with extremely great rapidity. 
What of her religion ? The times appeal with great urgency 
to the Church of Christ to bring to China that which alone can 
satisfy the deepest longings. of the people—the knowledge of 
God and of the Christ, who reveals the Father in His infinite 
glory and love. China is ready, The Church in China is 
awakening, aroused to. her opportunity, not fully prepared but 
willing to go forward. Missions are sympathetic but handi- 
capped by the lack of suitable evangelistic workers. The 

unprecedented opportunity demands a corresponding extra- 
ordinary response on the part of the Christian Church and the 
missionary movement. Vastly increased resources especially 
of duly qualified men and women, and also large financial 
. resources, which can make the best use of the men and women > 
who are available or can be trained for this work, should 
be given to China without stint and at the earliest possible 
moment. Prayer in the spirit of sacrifice, and great faith that 
cannot be discouraged, will give to the Church that power that 
will win China to eran 


Report of Special Committee on the Promotion 
of Intercession 


HE task entrusted to this committee by the China Con- 
il tinuation Committee at its last Annual Meeting must 
- be acknowledged by everyone to be an exceedingly 
delicate one. The work of other committees deals 
immediately with plans and problems, and ultimately with 
people, and with people collectively. The work of this com- 
mittee deals with people directly and primarily, and with 
people individually. It touches the most personal, hidden 
thing in their entire life, their secret relationship with God in 
the sacred fellowship of prayer. One might talk with more 
or less impunity about how it would be possible for one to 
become a better doctor, preacher or teacher, or even how one 
might be more diligent and zealous in his service as such, but 
it is a far more delicate and difficult matter to suggest that 
one might devote more time to prayer, and to mention ways 
in which he might help himself and others to become more 
effectual intercessors. ‘Temperament, training and teaching 
may have led us along very diverse paths in the development 
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of our spiritual life and in the training for our spiritual service. 
Nevertheless, if intercession is work, the most fundamental, 
imperative, fruit-bearing work any co-worker with Jesus Christ — 
has to do, then we must deal with it as unsentimentally and 
honestly as we would with any other phase of Christian 
activity, and we must think deeply regarding ways and means 
of making intercession a greater dynamic force in — life of 
the individual and of the Church. | 

: It is this conception of its task which has led. this com- 
mittee to keep before it this year two outstanding purposes, 
(x) the stimulating of the individual member of the Chinese 
Church and of the missionary body to more faithful, effectual, 
and Christ-like intercession, and (2) the suggestion of practical 
ways of promoting intercession, both in the individual life and 
in the corporate life of the Church. 

A year’s time has been too short to see the fulfilment of 
some of the desires of this Committee, but a few definite things 


have’ been accomplished. 


I. RESULTS OF THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE. 


1. Three committee meetings have been held in Shanghai 
attended by the regular and corresponding members in the 
city at the time, together with the secretaries of the China 
Continuation Committee, Mr. Ch‘eng and Mr. Lobenstine. The 
work which has been done by the committee has been decided 
upon at these meetings. _ | 

2. Special days of prayer hastite the Conferences at the 
summer resorts have been observed. The purpose of these 
days was that the blessings and benefits of the Conferences 
might be conserved for the individual through time spent alone 
with God in facing the need of one’s own life and in definite 
prayer for the supply of that need through the fuller appropria- 
tion of Jesus Christ, and also that the opportunity might be 
given for united intercession in behalf of the work for which 
specific requests were made. The committees at Kuling, 
Kuliang, and Mokanshan, arranged for such a day, and 
although there was no conference at Peitaiho a special meeting 
‘of prayer was held. At each place the day of prayer proved to 
be a great source of blessing and —, as the following 
quotations from letters. show: 

‘*The day of intercession crowned our week of devotional 
services and evangelistic. conference. The meeting on that day 


$84 The Chinese Recorder (June 


was strong, vital, and the influence of it far-reaching. I have 
rarely been at a meeting so permeated by the spirit of calm and 
quiet resignation to God and Him.’’ | 


Another writes : 

‘« The day of intercession was the ‘eile day of our conference 
and one which I am sure we will never forget. It influenced the 
whole conference, the best in many respects we have ever had, and 
the helpfulness of it was, I am pe, eraceabis first of all to 
the day of prayer. sai 


3. Another department of the committee’s work has 
been the preparation each month of material for one page in 
the CHINESE RECORDER. The objective of this page has been 
~ to arouse the co-workers of Jesus Christ to a life of vital, fruit- 
producing prayer like His own, and to promote intercession as 
an integral imperative part of our missionary activity. God has 
graciously wrought through the message of this page, and has 
brought to pass some very definite and far-reaching results. One 
is the growing correspondence it has opened up with Chinese and > 


with missionaries in all parts of China and even with people in 


other countries, through which they have unveiled their need 
and desire for a deeper life of prayer, and sought help in 
attaining it, pledging themselves to a new manner of service 
through intercession. The second result has been the printing 
in leaflet form, in both Chinese and English, of the January 
page of the RECORDER. Six thousand copies of these were 
printed and orders for as many as three hundred have been 
received from single individuals. Even abroad it has been 
reprinted in a magazine and as a leaflet. The third result is 
the gathering of a nucleus of those through whom the committee 
can work in definite, practical ways for the accomplishment 
of its two purposes. These are the three score and more who 
have responded to the call sounded forth in the January 
RECORDER, who have pledged not only to achieve for them- 
selves a more vital, effectual prayer-life, but also to help others 
to do the same. Already through their work and prayer there 
has been the stirring of new life and the kindling of new fires. 


4. <A few-articles on intercession have been prepared for 
: the RECORDER, and Mr. Ch ‘eng, Secretary of the China 
Continuation Committee, is preparing articles as mouthly con- 
tributions to-thirty Chinese papers. A request has come in 
from one magazine to edit a department on prayer and another 
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quarterly magazine has easels for an article for cach: issue 
during the year. 

5. The investigation, preparation, and circulation of liters. 
ture on prayer also occupied the attention of the committee, 
One of its first tasks was to investigate what books on prayer 
were already in Chinese, but inquiry did not bring illumination 
save by showing the pitiable dearth of such. Mr. Ch‘eng has 
made a thorough and careful investigation of the books on 
prayer in Chinese. Out of twelve hundred books examined he 
found only thirty books, pamphlets, or leaflets dealing solely with 
prayer and twenty-seven in which a chapter or two treats with 
this subject. Realizing the great need of having a devotional 
literature available to the Chinese, enriched by other helpful 
books on prayer, the first step has been taken toward securing 
their production. Unfortunately the books already available 
are not being used as they might be because their existence is 
unknown even by the majority of Christian leaders. For 
example, a very helpful book, ‘‘ Power through Prayer,’’ was 
published by the China Baptist Publication Society (Canton) 
and is known in the South, one evangelistic campaign com- 
mittee having used a thousand copies, but outside K wangtung 
Province, until recently, very few knew of the book. 

Even where books are known of, little is being done 
compared with what might be done to encourage their sale and 
use, yet there is a great eagerness, even hunger, on the part of 
the Chinese for such books. In a hospital, after a talk on 
prayer, the book, ‘‘ Power through Prayer,’’ was spoken of 
and displayed, with information regarding price and place of 
sale and every medical student ordered a copy. In another 
school a pamphlet on prayer was mentioned and three hundred 
and fifty copies were ordered. | 

6. One of the most effectual parts of the work of the 
committee has not been in its direct work, but in the indirect 
results that have come through stimulating others to promote 
intercession in their mission stations, or in the Christian 
community in which they live. Letters received have shown 
these by-products to be great. In some places there has been a 
revival of the daily prayer meeting of the missionaries, in others 
the whole mission station has united in a monthly ‘‘all-day- 
of-prayer,’’ in still others the station prayer meeting has been 
partially devoted to a study of prayer. Among the Chinese it 
has resulted in the organization of prayer-circles in the church, 
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neighborhood, or school. One Chinese woman responded to the 
call in the January RECORDER and immediately organized a 

yer circle among the Christian women of her city. Scores of 
students this last year have begun to keep the morning watch. 
In one school thirty-six are studying the Bible teaching on 
prayer. In still another one hundred girls are in prayer circles, 
each studying the Bible teachings on prayer. Through these 
and other methods the number of those who are truly intercessors 
after God’s own heart is surely increasing. 


Il. THE POSSIBILITIES IN THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE. 


The work of the committee so far has been but a mere 
beginning, a bare touching of the fringes of its potentialities, 
but it has been sufficient to reveal two things; first, the 
conscious lack and the very great sense of need that is felt by 
scores of Christian leaders in their prayer life ; and second, the 
absolute necessity for giving intercession its rightful and God- 
appointed place in our missionary plans and activities if the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is ever to make any telling impact upon 
the lives of those to whom it is daily taught and preached. 
The correspondence of this past year has shown that there are 
three classes of people to whom the committee’s work has 
already ministered: first, those who have through it been 
aroused to see the feebleness and lack in their prayer life and 
the powerlessness in their service ; second, those who have long 
felt their need and were hungrily seeking for light and help as 
to how to pray in such a way as to get results; third, those 
upon whom God has for some time laid a great burden of 
intercession for His Church in this land, and who welcome the 
work of this committee because it links their individual life to 


the corporate life of a large company united in the same task of — 


- promoting intercession. The committee believes there are 
tremendous possibilities opening before it to help vitally in 
releasing the omnipotent power of God in this land. We rejoice 
that this belief is shared by Dr. Mott, who writes : 

‘‘On my return from the Panama conference, I find awaiting 
me your important letter of January first. I was rejoiced to learn 
not long ago that the China Continuation Committee had appointed 
a committee on the promotion of intercession. The more thoroughly 
I study the various Christian movements and organizations in the 
different nations and the more carefully I enquire into the secret of 
the influence and fruitfulness of Christian workers in different parts 
of the world, the more strongly I have come to believe that 
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incomparably our greatest need as well as our most important work 
on the human_side, is that of reaching those who bear the name of 
Christ to devote themselves more faithfully to intercession. 
Anything which God will permit you to do therefore to lead the 
men and women in your wonderful field to wield the forces of the 
prayer kingdom, will in my judgment be the most highly multiply- 
ing service which can be rendered. I sincerely hope that your 
committee may be continued from year to year and that its work 
may be held in true prominence in the plans and activities of the 
Continuation Committee.’’ | 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE. 


The very nature of this committee’s work makes it some- 
what difficult to make definite recommendations to be voted 
upon, but the following suggestions are offered: — 

(1) Continued use of the page in the RECORDER. __ 

- (2) The supply of articles to Chinese and missionary 
magazines. 

(3) The observance of a day of prayer at the special conferences 

at summer resorts. 

(4) The production of more literature on prayer. 

(5) Assistance in securing a wider and more helpful observ- 

ance of the Universal Week of Prayer throug hout the 
Chinese Church. 
(6) Publication of a suggestive, general ected Cycle of 
Prayer for universal use in China. — 
(7) Calling the attention of local and other evangelistic 
committees to the opportunity for conserving the results _ 

of a series of meetings by leading people to the establish- 
ment of family worship, to the keeping of the — 
watch, to the study of the Bible teaching on prayer, to 
the organiziug of prayer groups, and to enlisting the help 
of every Christian in the promotion of intercession. 

(8) Printed presentations of present specific needs and objects 

for prayer which will help those in other lands already 
interested in China to a more intelligent and persistent 
intercession in her behalf, and which #lso will secure for 
China a larger and more potent body of intercessors. 

We have been mentioning plans and methods to stimulate 
others to prayer, and they are needful, but what of our in- 
dividual prayer-life and our corporate prayer-life as a Commit- 
tee? The releasing. of the power of God to convict, convert, 
and cousecrate, does not depend upon programs that promote 
but upon people that pray. It was not after an eloquent 
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stirring sermion on prayer that the disciples said, ‘‘ Lord, teach 
us to pray,’’ but after they came upon Him kneeling in silent 
communion with His Heavenly Father. Far more than Jesus 
Christ talked about prayer He prayed, and somehow without 
His ever telling them, His disciples seemed to divine that the 
fragrance and beauty and glory of His life and the power in 
His words and deeds came from a life saturated with prayer. 
Isours? Are we doing ‘‘the same works and even greater,”’ 
according to His gracious promise? A few weeks ago I 
watched a servant build a grate fire. He used a very little 
paper and kindling and put on top of it a very large amount 
of coal. The coal was good coal and had in it potential light 
and heat, but it only produced smoke. Why? Little fire, 
little heat; much fire, much heat. So with our individual 
lives and our service as a committee, there are many depart- 
ments of our work, many large plans and schemes for further- 
ing the Kingdom of God, but unless down underneath them 
all there is burning intensely and unceasingly the fire of 
prayer, there will be little fruit. God’s plan is irrevocable and 
changeless. Little prayer, little power, and much prayer, 
much power. May God graciously use the work of this 
committee to stir up the prayer that will release this power. 


IV. RECOMMENDATIONS. * 


1. Believing that intercession is the primary and most potent 
form of Christian service and that it should have a place of true 
_ prominence in the plans and activities of the Continuation Commit- 
tee we recommend the re-appointment of a Special Committee on the 
Promotion of Intercession. 3 

2. That this committee should work definitely and immediately 
toward securing the preparation, either through translation or 
otherwise, and publication of some of the best and most suitable 
books on prayer. 

3. That the committee consider the advisability of preparing 
a general weekly cycle of prayer for use in China and a printed 
presentation of the specific needs of China and objects for prayer, 
for distribution among friends in other lands, and that the ways 
and means for doing so be left with the committee to devise. 

4. That the Committee on the Promotion of Intercession 
should confer with the Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance 
regarding a wider and more helpful observance of the Universal 
Week of Prayer throughout the Chinese Church and co-operate 
with the Alliance to bring this about. 


* Adopted by the China Continuation Committee, 
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Higher Theological Education 
J. LEIGHTON STUART. 


HE occasion for preparing a report on this subject for the 
IT] Continuation Committee has not only accentuated the 
| conviction that mission policy in regard to a thoroughly 
educated Chinese ministry has been in general seriously 
unsatisfactory and inadequate. It has also furnished evidence 
that the situation is full of hopeful possibilities. This article 
will attempt to indicate some of these encouraging tendencies, 


I. There is an increasing realization of the tmportance of a 
highly educated ministry. 


_ X. The absolute necessity for providing more of such 
men for effective evangelism is seen in a letter from Dr. W. E. 
Taylor, whose connection with evangelistic campaigus among 
students and /teratz in all parts of China has given him a 
unique knowledge : 

‘* There is, I believe, a great opportunity for the best educated 
men in the ministry, especially now in the large cities where 
numbers of better educated young men and women are literally 
standing around the Church doors. At present the pastorate is not 
generally qualified to hold these classes. ‘There are practically 
unlimited openings for such men in cities like Peking, Tientsin, 
Shanghai, Hangchow, Foochow, and Canton. The strengthening 
of the Ministry in these and some other centers in which there 
are large numbers of thoughtful and earnest inquirers who are 
not having their spiritual and intellectual needs adequately met, 
constitutes one of the greatest needs of the next few years.” 


Mr. Warnshuis, the new Evangelistic Secretary of the 
China Continuation Committee, writes: 3 


‘**T believe that the future of the evangelistic work ee our cities 
demands better trained men, if we are to successfully reach the — 
educated classes. I have been reading reports from various centers 
concerning recent evangelistic work, and this is one of the things 
that seems to stand out very clearly. The problem of evangelistic 
work in these cities is the state of the church and the ministry. 
Unless the grade of the ministry is raised, we cannot make large 
progress in dealing with the present unparalleled opportunities for 
direct evangelistic work among these educated ‘classes.”’ 


2. The pastvrate requires to be manned with such meu 
for the same reasons. This is seen in the following quotation 
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which gives a description. of conditions by no means peculiar 
to one locality : 


“Tt is my conviction that at the present time the Church is not 
commending itself to the thinking classes within or without the 
Church in part due to the fact that the Church is using in so many 
places a low grade preacher. In... . weare badly handicapped 
because we have so few first class men,—men that have studied, 
men that have a broad vision, men who are continuing to study as 
they prepare to preach. It is not that men do not wish to do the 
work nor that rad do not wish to do it well but they do not know 


how.’’ 


3. Mission Education will yield its fullest spiritual frui- 
tion only when the students are served by pastors of their own 
class, both during and after their life in school. This is urged 
by a number of correspondents. : 


4. This need seems to be keenly realized by all Chinese 
leaders. An inquiry addressed to about thirty of the foremost 
pastors and laymen has revealed a passionate and unquestioning 
conviction on this poiut. The following from one of the most | 
influential and devoted Chinese laymen is typical : 


‘‘God has raised up from among the different peoples men of 
ability and training and education to be the leaders in the church. 
The same must be true in China. Humanly speaking we cannot 
evangelize China until we have a large number of highly trained 
Chinese preachers. In fact, we have noted a great difference 
‘between a church with a highly trained preacher and a church 
without such a leader.’’ | 


Rev. Ch’eng Ching-yi writes in the same strain: 


‘‘The Christian Church in China is meeting a new situation 
to-day. With the i incoming of more educated non-Christian men to 
the Church, and with the growing desire for a true indigenous 
- Church on the part of the Church members, unless there is a well 
trained and strong ministry, the Church will not be able to meet 
_ the needs of the present and the coming day. Devout and faithful 
workers of the past have served their generation well of whom we 
_ think with thankfulness and high regard. But the present situation 
is different from that of former years, and it is necessary that the 
workers should receive the best possible training. More intellectual 
training does not mean less spiritual qualification. God wants the 
entire man for His service,—head, heart, soul and all. I am sure 
higher theological education will draw more of our best trained 
men to the ministry, and men of the right spirit.”’ 
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Gradually, but surely, the leadership of the Chinese Church 
is passing from the missionaries. This is as it should be. We 
are morally obligated to do our utmost for training the future 
leaders of the Church, and the deepening recognition of this 
fact is one of the most hopeful tendencies of recent years. 


Il. There is a changing attitude toward the 
college students. 


This is the testimony of the secretaries of the Student 
Volunteer Movement, who are also working constantly to 
this end. 3 

An inquiry on this subject has brought replies from presi- 
dents of colleges and principals of academies in all sections of 
China. The very fact that they wrote with such care and 
sympathy is evidence of the interest they take in the problem, 
and of their eagerness to assist in its solution. Every college 
president with two partial exceptions felt that more of the best 
students would study for the ministry if there were a higher — 
grade of theological education. The limits of this article allow 
space for only two brief but representative quotations : 


‘(There is no doubt that more students would enter the 
ministry if the theological schools were improved. Earnest students 
doubt their ability to cope with the problems of the church and its 
teachings with only the meager training afforded by theological 
schools of the type we have here. Mission Boards wisely insist 
upon well educated men for the foreign field ; exactly the same 
reasons obtain for fitting out the leaders of the church with the best 
possible equipment, and the bright earnest young fellows, who are 
as inspired to throw themselves into the service of the church as 
the volunteer in America is, know that. 

‘‘ The strongest young men of our colleges can be ities to 
with success if we show by our deeds that we really believe the 
ministry is more important than any other profession, has greater 
possibilities, requires more work and ability, offers wider possibili- 
ties for service and leadership.’’ 

‘*T would say that I have long considered that there was a 
need for theological courses of study more comprehensive in scope 
and more scholarly and vital in character than the most of those 
which have been offered in the past. To some persons a grading 
up of the course of study seems to involve teaching in English, but 
to me it does not seem so. I think that the material called for can 
be presented to students either in English or Chinese but I would if 
possible have the students all far enough advanced in their knowl- 
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edge of English that they could readily consult reference books in 
English. I feel confident that theological instruction of the grade 
which your letter mentions would attract more of our first class men.” 


The first impression is of the wastage due to lack of 
correlation between our mission arts colleges and our theological 
schools. Only disregard of the facts will permit of a smug 
optimism. But the further impression is of the splendid 
potential material now being lost, it is true, yet available for 
this sacred, supremely useful service, by a wiser conservation 
of our resources. If we are not to be complacent, neither need 
we be pessimistic. Indeed the outlook is splendidly hopeful. 


Ill. There ts a notable advance in the standards o theological 
education. 

That which has been in the past a strong deterrent 
influence is now becoming one of attraction. The Anglican 
communions, in addition to their first-class Divinity Schools in 
connection with St. John’s and Boone, are making other plans 
of nation-wide scope to meet all phases of this demand. In 
Peking the theological department of the new union university 
is already conducting courses limited to arts graduates. A 
similar department is being added in Nanking and Foochow. 
Elsewhere in the South there is similar progress, while in West 
China the theological department of the Union University is 
advancing with the academic curriculum. ‘These instances — 
reveal a significant tendency. It is also worthy of note that 
the Wnion Schools—Peking, Shantung, Nanking, Foochow, 
Amoy, Canton, Chengtu—all seem to have demonstrated the 
feasibility of such co-operation. The bearing of this is impor- 
tant in view of the further fact that separate missions will find 
it increasingly difficult to maintain efficient schools. Because 
of the more exacting requirements, it is to be hoped that in the 
future all needless reduplication among theological colleges 
may be avoided. 


IV. There is an awakening among missionary societies as to 
the advisability of making provision for obtaining the 
services of college graduates who have also hada full 
theological course. 

_. Phe lack of such definite planning has been another 
obstruction. ‘This is seen in the following minute passed by 
the Executive Committee of the Student Volunteer Movement, 

February 1916 :— 
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‘*7t is our conviction that amomg the reasons why more of the 
students in our colleges are not entering theological institutions 
and the ministry, are because the ministers are not given a proper 
place or treatment by the churches and missionary societies, nor are 
the courses offered in our theological institutions of sufficiently high 


quality.’’ | 
Chinese opinion on this point deserves attention. The 
following is from the Chinese layman already quoted above : 


‘* As to the probability of securing more students of the better 
class for the ministry if there were a higher grade of theological 
teaching. While I believe that a higher grade of theological teach- 
ing will bring more students of that class into the ministry, I do 
not hold, however, that that alone will secure them. As I analyze 
the situation, the first reason why some of the best students do not 
go into the ministry is due to a wrong attitude toward the ministry. 
The inevitable question which is put to the prospective minister is: 
Are you willing to make a sacrifice? By that is meant that the 
minister should receive a very small salary. Now I do not believe 
in this attitude. I do believe, though, that to be a minister does 
mean sacrifice, but I do not believe that sacrifice means a salary 
which will not give him sometimes even the necessities of life. I 
believe that this wrong conception of sacrifice has been one of the 
strongest deterrent influences in getting the best men into the. 
ministry. The wrong conception of this word, sacrifice, and the 
unsympathetic attitude on the part of missions towards the needs 
of their pastors constitute, in my opinion, the chief reason why 
students of the best class do not go into the ministry. If the 
Church and the missions should wish to secure better students for 
the ministry, they must solve the problem from a different angle.’ 


Evidence is not lacking, however, that this hindrance, too, 
is being removed: 

‘*T wish to say that the mission is, without any qualifications, 
heartily committed to the policy of the unrestricted use of all the 
eollege-trained men for the ministry who are, or may be, available. 
We are prepared to make any readjustments in our work which 
may be necessary in order to provide suitable openings for such 
men and we propose to meet the extra cost involved in some way— 
by increased appropriations, by increased income from the Christians, 
if possible, or, if necessary, by the discontinuance of the use of 
some of the less efficient men now on the staff.’’ 


An extract from the last Minutes of the China Council of — 
the American Presbyterian Missions (North) is also pertinent : 


‘‘That missions and presbyteries be requested to plan for the 
probable expansion of their work in such a way as to discover the 
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need of college-trained Chinese ministers in the work of the future, 
and to present to their college and high school students an outline 
of the plan thus proposed indicating approximately the number of 
trained ministers who would possibly be desired by the Chinese 


Church or mission within a period of years. 
‘The Council considers this matter worthy of careful considera- 


tion and would recommend that it be referred to the missions and 
presbyteries to be reported on next year.” 


It is fully recognised that the problem is ultimately a 
moral and spiritual one. But it is full of encouragement that, 
so far as mission policy is concerned, the outlook this year is 
decidedly brighter. 

The solution will be found in a larger interest and a 
loftier idealism,—a keen desire on the part of Christian leaders 
for such men, an attitude of welcome and of sympathy, dynamic 
effort that covets the very best for the Chinese ministry now 
and resolves to overcome all obstacles to its realization, intense - 
conviction driving to earnest prayer that the Lord of the harvest 
may thrust forth more Chinese laborers, fully equipped, to enter 
the whitening harvest-field of China. | 


Recommendations on Theological Education Adopted by the 
China Continuation Committee. 


1. That each theological school decide definitely what grade 
-of students it can accept, and seek to make its work thoroughly 
efficient for that grade of students; that the system of trying to 
reach students of different grades in the same classes be avoided 
as far as possible; that theological colleges and arts colleges be 
encouraged to meet the needs of their respective districts or denomi- | 
nations by correlation of their curricula and other co-operation as 
may be mutually beneficial. 


2. That in view of the fact that all union chaalenhel schools 
(e.g., Peking, Shantung, Nanking, Foochow, Amoy, Canton, 
Chengtu) seem to have demonstrated the feasibility of such co- — 
operation ; and in view of the fact that separate missions will find 
it increasingly difficult to maintain efficient schools, union, especially 
in advanced work, be advocated through whatever means may be 
considered wise, and that theological schools asked to consult 
together so as to avoid reduplication and w | 

3. That the attention of missionary societies be called to the 


| importance of bringing before the Home Churches and specially 
before those able to give adequate financial assistance the unique 
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opportunity and paramount need of providing without stint for the 
plants, equipment, and staff of theological schools. | 

The preparation of a thoroughly trained Chinese ministry is 
the crown of missionary service. We wish the sites, the buildings, 
the equipment, and the staff, as well as the students, to give visible 
evidence of that fact. 

4. That the attention of the various missions and ecclesiastical 
bodies be called to the necessity of making provision for obtaining 


_ the services of college graduates who have also had a full theologi- 


cal course. 

5. That in receiving theological candidates, more searching 
tests should be imposed as to their moral and intellectual fitness for 
the work of the ministry, the judgment on these points of Chinese 
ecclesiastical bodies being procured wherever possible, and also 
that their physical fitness be passed upon by competent medical © 
advisers. 


6. That the incoming Special Committee be instructed, 

a. Toconsult with publishing agencies regarding the prepara- 
tion of suitable theological text-books and a theological quarterly. 

5. To investigate the whole question of the training of cate- 
chists or lay evangelists, and to report to the next Annual Meeting. 


The Survey of Christian Literature 
G. A. CLAYTON. 


NE of the most important steps which has been taken by 

the China Continuation Committee was taken at its 

(0) meeting on Saturday, April 28th, when it decided to 

undertake a Literary Survey with a view to the clear 

understanding of what work has been already accomplished in 

the realm of Christian literature. This action is the out- 

working of two or three divergent and apparently mueoenertes 
courses which may be briefly summarized. 

The most immediate of these was the action of the China 
Continuation Committee last year in asking the Christian 
Literature Society to release the Rev. W. Hopkyn Rees from 
his regular work for a sufficient time to enable him to visit 
some of the great centres of Christian work in China, in order 
to acquaint missionaries and Christian leaders with existing 
Christian Literature, to urge upon them the importance of 
making larger use thereof, and to find out from them what 
are the needs. The Christian Literature Society earned the 
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titude of all missionaries when it cordially acceded to this 
request, and thus enabled Dr. Rees and Pastor Cheng to collect 
the valuable information which it embodied in the report which 
will be published among the Proceedings) The needs which 
Dr. Rees details, apart from the demand for certain types of 
literature which have not yet been provided, are, /irs¢, the need 
for devising some means for getting into closer touch with 
Chinese Christian leaders and missionaries who, while not set 
apart for literary work, are able to make valuable contributions 
by writing needed books; second, the need for a thorough 
survey of Chinese Christian literature, so carried out that the 
knowledge of what exists will be conveyed to the Chinese 
Christians. The experience of all the societies demonstrates 
that the circulation of ordinary catalogues in English is an 
antiquated and costly method of accomplishing very little. 
The success of the Commercial Press points the way as the 
success of that Press is largely due to advertising in Chinese. 
All existing literature must be collected and classified. Each 
group of books must then be arranged in sub-sections. The 
books in each of these must further be compared with one 
another so that duplication of work may be discovered. This 
work finished, each group of books must be handed to one or 
more Chinese leaders and their opinion on style and contents 
secured. These opinions will need to be supplemented by a 
note on the intention of the writer or on the original work on 
which his work is based. Other matters need not be mentioned 
now, but it is evident that such a review if worked out 
would be of utmost value. From the matter thus collected 
_ one or more catalogues would be compiled in Chinese which 
would enable the Chinese Christians to understand what 
books are available to meet particular spiritual or intellectual 
needs, | 
The second cause was a growing feeling on the part of 
those engaged in the work of the Tract and Literature Societies 
that they are not rivals, but colleagues and co-workers. If 
there were any intention for one to rival another, secrecy as to 
projected publications would of course be necessary and attempts 
to get first into the market might be justified. But if there 
is no such intention, then it is clear that the utmost frankness 
and candour should characterize the work. Another important 
element enters into the question when the work of the Tract 
Societies in particular is considered, because the capital which 
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they invest in books is largely provided from the same parent 
societies. Such matters were mentioned as the announcement 
by one society to another of its plans for the production of 
literature, the establishing of a definite system of interchanging 
stock and the filing by each of the advertisements and circulars 
issued by the others so that enquiries by purchasers may be 
answered. ‘These matters might well be handled by the Chris- 
tian Publishers’ Association ; but every one seems to agree that 
none of them can be effectively handled until the present 
position of Christian literature has been studied and the work 
accomplished in this field carefully surveyed. Each society 
will then clearly understand what all the other societies have 
done and unfortunate instances of overlapping will be avoided. 
At the same time the blanks in the list of publications will 
suggest lines of work which the societies can undertake in 
mutual consultation. 

The third cause is to be found in the unique piece of work 
accomplished by Pastor Cheng Ching-yi amid the rush of his 
busy life. The Special Committee on the Forward Evangel- 
istic Movement felt strongly that a list ought to be prepared 
which would guide the leaders in Evangelistic Campaigns in 
choosing literature for use at these meetings. The matter was 
entrusted to Pastor Cheng, who first made a collection of 
twelve hundred books and tracts. ‘These he carefully classified 
under four main divisions: Books on Bible Study, Devotional 
Books, Books dealing with fundamental truths, and Apologies. 
Having classified the books he selected four hundred, and 
examined them to see what was the argument of the book, 
what its style, what sale it had had, and what testimony was 
available as to its usefulness. Among the four hundred, twenty 
were adjudged to be the very best, fifty were placed in the 
second class, while each of the others has its definite place 
and use. Pastor Cheng has, however, gone further than merely 
making a list. He has written a brief note about each of 
these books giving the name of the author, translator, aud 
publisher, mentioning the price, literary style, size and number 
of editions, summarizing the general theme of the book and 
adding a word as to its value. The Continuation Committee 
asked that this important contribution to the wise use of Chris- 
tian literature be printed at once. Its value is clear, and it 
is evident that what has been done for evangelistic literature 
needs to be done for every class of literature. 
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_ hese three differing causes found their culmination in 
the following resolution. ‘‘In the opinion of the China Con- 
tinuation Committee, the time has come when the survey of 
existing literature called for’’ in Dr. Rees’ Report ‘‘should be 
made, and to this end it instructs the Executive Committee to 
nominate two persons with the necessary qualifications, one 
Chinese and one foreign, and ask their Boards or Churches to 
set them free for a year or longer, if necessary, to act as 
Directors of the Survey, in consultation with the Special 
Committee.’’ 

Those missionaries who have studied the reports of the 
Conferences on Missions which have been held in the past will 
recognize how inevitable was this decision. The earliest of 
such Conferences were probably those held in New York and 
London in 1854, but at them literature was scarcely men- 
tioned. They were followed by a series of Conferences on the 
Mission Field between 1855 and 1858. It is interesting to 
know that at one of the Conferences then held in India the 
question what ought to be done with unsaleable books was 
discussed. It is safe to say that it has been discussed in 
hundreds of committees during the intervening years! One 
of the secretaries of the Religious Tract Society of London 
at “Liverpool, 1860” said, in referring to literature that ‘ some- 
thing must be done, done on a large scale, done right speedily.’’ 
As regards China, the next important date is 1867, when 
.Dr. Wylie issued his ‘‘ Memorials of Protestant Missionaries 
in China’’ which included a list of publications. This was 
followed in 1876 by the ‘‘ List of publications of Protestant 
Missionaries’? which was appended to the Customs Report on 
the Philadelphia Exhibition and included 1,036 issues. How 
one wishes that that list had been kept up to date! ‘'Shang- 
hat, 1877’? evidently so desired, for resolutions were passed 
_with a view to ascertaining what books were published and 
in preparation, and to making the facts known by issuing a 
catalogue. What is everybody’s work is no one’s work, and 
the desired catalogue seems never to have seen the light. 

‘‘Mildmay, 1878’? dealt with fields rather than topics, so 
that literature was scarcely mentioned. In 1882 the Religious 
Tract Society felt that something must be done in China, for 
Tract Societies were multiplying and the Christian Literature 
Society was developing a new type of literature, so Dr. Murdoch 
was commissioned to bring his wide experience in India to bear 
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on the problem. He decided that ‘‘there should be a general 
agent whose principal duty would be to look after the harmoui- 
ous working together of all the literary branches in China.” 
The man was not found -so ‘‘ Shanghai, 1890’? enquired into 
the matter again and stated in its records that ‘‘it is generally 
acknowledged that a great part of the existing Protestant Chris- _ 
tian literature in Chinese is unknown to many missionaries and 
consequently great waste of time and labor has resulted.’? So 
a permanent committee of seven was appointed to make a 
survey and issue a catalogue. The outcome of their work was 
Kenmure’s list, which was unfortunately very incomplete.. 

‘‘Tondon, 1888’ dealt with the question of how to secure 
the preparation of more Christian literature on the Mission 
Field, and ‘‘ New York, 1900’’ did the same. But at neither 
of these Conferences was any practical suggestion made which 
would tend to solve the growing muddle on the Mission Field. 
In China, Dr. MacGillivray earned the gratitude of the mission- 
aries ‘who assembled for ‘‘Shanghai, 1907’’ by preparing his 
Index. But this work being only issued in English, and mis- 
sionaries having little time and, in some cases, little inclination 
to draw the attention of Chinese to the contents of the Index, 
its usefulness was unfortunately limited. The suggestions of 
the Conference were many, including the selection of yet more 
writers and the publication of a yet larger catalogue, but un- 
fortunately no one was appointed to undertake the latter task, 
so no one undertook it. 

So the years slipped away till Dr. Mott cliniineed his 
memorable tour of the East. ‘‘Allahabad’’ summarised the 
need in India by recommending ‘‘a director of vernacular liter- 
ature whose duty would be, not only authorship, but to as- 
certain needs.’’ ‘‘ India National’’ took the matter up and in 
1914 appointed a Committee which is now busy with the task. 
‘‘*China National’? took up the question of a Central Board, 
which had been mooted at ‘‘ Tsinanfu,’’ and advised that it be | 
appointed and prepare a catalogue, but the Continuation Com- 
mittee has in the iuterval found that no man, busy with his 
own work, could undertake the work. ‘‘ Tokyo’’ approached 
the matter in a more thorough way, by not merely calling for 
the catalogue, but by calling for a director of the survey. The 
result was that by 1914 the work had been practically accom- 
plished and the way was opened for a systematic development 
of Japanese Christian Literature. | 
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China has felt the need. China has realised that the sur- 
vey must be made. And now China proposes to learn the 
lessons taught by India and Japan and ask the missions to set 
free the two men needed so that the survey which has been 
called for at each Conference since 1877 may be made, and 
made both in Chinese and in English. 


Findings of China Continuation Committee on Christian Literature. 


1. That the China Continuation Committee affirms its convic- 
tion that, in order to secure more effective administration, closer 
co-ordination and co-operation in the work of Tract and Literature 
Societies should be persistently aimed at. 


2. That the China Continuation Committee appoint a Special 
Committee on Christian Literature to continue the study of this 
whole subject, and to keep in close touch with the developments 
being made by the Special Committee on Literature of the Edin- 
burgh Continuation Committee, and by similar Committees in India 
and Japan. | : 

3. That this Special Committee be asked: 

a. To bring the above report with its appendices to the atten- 

tion of the Literature and Tract Societies, Missions, and Mission 
Boards, and to co-operate with them, wherever possible, in giving 
_ Christian — a larger place in the Christian movement in 
China. 
6 To get into touch with the different Christian agencies, now 
making regular use of the Chinese daily press, with a view to 
finding out whether close co-operation between them is possible 
and desirable, and to bring in a report on this subject at the next 
_ Annual Meeting. 

c. To promote a closer understanding betiwens the various 
Tract and Literature Societies now at work in China enquiring 
especially into the reasons which have hindered amalgamation 
hitherto. 

ad. To consider the schisians outlined in paragraphs 3 and 4 
of the letter from the Religious Tract Society of North and 
Central China, with a view to discovering whether the existing 
Societies can be aided to secure the necessary assistance, and report 
either to the Executive Committee, or at the next Annual Meeting. 

4. In the opinion of the China Continuation Committee the 
time has come when the survey of existing literature, called for 
under Section 1 (d@) of the Report should be made, and to this 
end it instructs the Executive Committee to nominate two persons 
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with the necessary qualifications, one Chinese and one foreign, and 
ask their Boards or Churches to set them free for a year or longer 
if necessary, to act as Directors of the Survey, in consultation with 
the Special Committee. 

5. That the review of four hundred books suitable for use in 
evangelistic campaigns, prepared by Pastor Cheng, be published, 
the Executive Committee to make the necessary arrangements. 


The Third Year of the China Continuation 
Committee 


Extracts from the Report of the Executive Committee, 


I, PRINTING AND CIRCULATING MINUTES AND REPoRTs, 
A statement of the work of the Committee during the year 
1914-1915, and copies of the Reports of the Special Committees, 
presented at the Third Annual Meeting, were sent to the mis- 
sionaries whose names appear in the Directory of the ‘‘ China 
Mission Year Book,’’ and to the Secretaries of the Home Boards, 
Copies of the Minutes of the Third Annual Meeting were also 
sent to the Secretaries of each of the Societies in China. A 
Chinese Report, prepared by Mr. H. L. Zia and Rev. C. Y. 
Cheng, was sent to all Chinese pastors and to over a thousand 
other Chinese Cliristian leaders. | | 

How widely these Reports were read and made use of, it is 
not possible to say, but the interest in certain topics to which 
special prominence was given, and references in the Minutes of 
different Societies to specific findings, suggest that these Reports 
were carefully considered, not only by many individuals, but 
also by some of the Missions in their annual gatherings. | 


II. PREPARATION OF HANDBOOKS, ETC. The Historical 
Statement of Missionary Work in China, the preparation of 
which was entrusted to Rev. D. MacGillivray, D.D., and Mr. 
Zia Hong-lai, with a Committee of Assessors, was completed 
and forwarded to the Board of Historians in Peking, who are 
writing the History of the Ch’ing Dynasty. Handbooks on 
** Social Service’’ and on ‘‘ Evangelistic Meetings for Special 
Classes in Cities’’ have been prepared, and the National Com- 
mittee of the Young Men’s Christian Association has under-. 
taken their publication. 

The Committee on the Training of Missionaries secured 
permission from the Board of Missionary Preparation, New 
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York, to reprint the valuable section of their Fourth Report, 
dealing with the Preparation of Missionaries for China, and 
made arrangements with the Presbyterian Mission Press to 
publish the same in pamphlet form at no expense to the 
Committee. 

Dr. Arthur H. Smith, at the request of the Executive 
Committee, is preparing a Manual for Young Missionaries. 


JI. Year Booxs. The second issue of the ‘‘ China 
Church Year Book’’ (Chinese Edition) appeared in November, 
i915. The Chinese Secretary again acted as Editor of the 
Book. This Book was larger in size than the first issue, con- 
taining over four hundred pages, including many charts and a 
list of the Chinese clergy as nearly accurate as it was possible 
to secure. The first edition of two thousand copies was 
exhausted two months ago, and a second edition has been 
printed. ‘The Book cost the Committee nothing for printing 
aud handling, aud the Publishers have placed it on the market 


f ata remarkably low price, in order to bring it within the 


reach of pastors and evangelists. 

At the request of the Christian Literature Society, the China 
Continuation Committee agreed in January of this year, to 
take over the editorial responsibility for the ‘‘ China Mission 
Year Book”? (English Edition). An Editorial Committee was 
appointed, consisting of :—Rev. D. MacGillivray, D.D., Chair- 
man; Rev. F. D. Gamewell, Ph.D., LL.D.; D. E. Hoste, Esq. ; 
Rev. J. Walter Lowrie, D.D.; Rev. G. F. Mosher; Rev. F. 
Rawlinson; Rev. W. Hoykyn Rees, D.D.; Rev. O. Schultze; 
Rev. A. H. Smith, D.D.; Rt. Rev. L. H. Roots, D.D.; Rev. 
C. Y. Cheng, and Rev. E. C. Lobenstine. The Book will con- 
tinue to be published by the Christian Literature Society. It 
is expected that the 1916 Edition will be ready for distribution 
during the summer. It will be reduced in size and in price, 

aud the Directories will be published separately. 


IV. CHINESE BOOKS FOR USE IN EVANGELISTIC WORK. 
In accordance with the instruction of the Committee at the 
Third Annual Meeting, the Secretaries have endeavoured to find 
out which of the existing Chinese books have been used most 
successfully in evangelistic work. A large number of Chinese 
Christian workers and missionaries were written to in order to 
secure from them the names of those books which they have 
found most helpful in work of this kind. — a large 
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number of replies were received, the results of this inquiry were 
distinctly disappointing. 

The need of a general survey of existing Christian litera- 
ture has become increasingly evident. A beginning was made 
during the year. Some twelve hundred books and tracts were 
catalogued by the Chinese Secretary. From these he has made 
a tentative selection of those he considers most valuable for 
evangelistic work. The titles of the books on this list appear 
in this number of the CHINESE RECORDER. The list with 
a brief estimate of each book, will shortly be printed in Chinese. 


V. THE SPECIAL CoMMITTEES. Much valuable work has 
been done during the past year by the Special Committees, 
This is clearly seen in the Reports presented at the Annual 
Meeting. All of these Special Committees are dealing with 
important questions, some of which it will take years to solve. 
The Committee purposely confined its attention this year to a 
few of the Reports only, in order to secure their more thorough 
discussion at the Annual Meeting, reserving others for fuller 
discussion at a future date. | 

Experience in appointing committees that are at the same 
time representative and efficient, is gradually being gained. 
The great distances in China, and the cost in time and money 
of bringing people together for conference, add greatly to the 
difficulty in appointing such committees. The plan adopted 
last year of comparatively small committees, located near the 
Chairman, with a larger number of ‘‘ Corresponding Members”’ 
proved a good one. The advantages of giving instructions to 
the Special Committees were also manifest. 


VI. THE NATIONAL EVANGELISTIC SECRETARY. N ego- 
tiations with the Board of Foreign Missions of the Reformed 
Church in America, regarding the release of Rev. A. L,. Warus- 
huis to become National Evangelistic Secretary, continued 
during most of 1915. It was fortunate that, while the matter 
was still under consideration, a deputation of the Board visited 
China. The Board has most generously and at great personal 
sacrifice allocated Mr. Warnshuis to this work, while continu- 
ing him as a regular missionary of their Society. This act on 
their part indicates how fundamentally and practically the sense 
of mutual dependence and obligation is being felt by the Boards 
and Churches in the West, as well as by the missionaries in 
China. 


‘ 
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| VII. THE GATHERING OF GENERAL STATISTICS OF THE 
Missions. A beginning was made in 1915 in the use of the 

Statistical Schedule prepared by the Continuation Committee 
of the World Missionary Conference, Edinburgh, 1910, and 
approved by the Committee in China and by the China Chris- 
tian Educational Association. The statistics thus collected 
were printed in the ‘‘China Mission Year Book’? for 1915, and 
while far from complete they are probably more accurate than 
the general statistics previously published. | 

The coming of the Statistical Secretary, Rev. C. L, 
Boynton, who began his work in the Fall of 1915, marks a big 
step forward, not only in that he will help individual Missions 
to keep more accurate records of their work, but that he will 
help make these records more nearly uniform for the several 
Missions, and thus more useful for purposes of comparison. 

There exists a large amount of valuable missionary ex- 
perience hidden away in Reports and books, published both on 
this field and at home. Much material of this kind has al- 
ready been collected in the offices of the China Continuation 
Committee, the China Christian Educational Association, and the 
China Medical Missionary Association, and in the headquarters 
of some of the Missions. The Committee now proposes to 
classify and tabulate such of this material as seems likely to 
throw most light on present-day problems. 


VII. Finances. The China Continuation Committee 
_is supported by grants from Missionary Societies in America, 
Great Britain and on the Continent, and by contributions from 
individuals both in China and abroad. The Committee of 
Reference and Counsel—the Standing Committee of the Con- 
ference of Board Secretaries for North America, has for the 
past two years made an annual grant of G. $5,000.00 toward 
the expenses of the Commiittee ; the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Reformed Church in America pays the salary of the 
_ National Evangelistic Secretary, and the salary and other 
expenses of the Statistical Secretary are entirely met by the 
Temple Baptist Church of Los Angeles. ‘The balance of the 
funds comes from a small number of individuals interested in 
the Committee’s work, including some missionaries and Chinese 
Christians. During the past year the Chinese Society which 
_ Opposed the Movement to make Confucianism the State 
Religion of China, after completing its work, paid over a 
balance on hand of $894.23 to the Committee. The Committee 
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was able to meet all its financial obligations, including a grant 
of G. $1,500.00 to the China Christian Educational Association, 


and a similar grant to the China Medical Missionary Asso. 
ciation. 

During the year, Mex. $05,414.21 was disbursed on 
account of the Missionary Emergency Fund. Of this, Mex, 
$450.00 was received in China and the balance from the + Com- 
mittee of Reference and Counsel, New York. 


IX. EDUCATIONAL CoMMISSION. Owing to the war, it 
has not as yet been found possible to secure the visit of the 
Educational Commission, called for a year ago. Dr. T. H. P. 
Sailer, who was named as one of the members of the proposed 
Commission, spent six months in China, making a careful — 
study of certain aspects of Mission Education. Dr. Sailer is 
in touch with the other members of the Commission, and will 
no doubt make available for them such material as he has 
gathered. The General Secretary of the China Christian 
Educational Association is now in the United States, and it is 
hoped that he will be able to complete the arrangements for 
the coming of Prof. M. E. Sadler, C.B., LL.D., and Prof. E. D. 


Burton, D.D. 


X. Business AGENCY. It will perhaps be remembered 
that a plan was proposed a year ago for a Business Agency in 
Shanghai to serve the Missionary body along certain lines, 
which were given in the Report of the Committee on Business 
and Administrative Efficiency. The Executive Committee 
approached the China Inland Mission to find out if it would be 
possible for them to enlarge their business department so as to 
serve other Societies as well. This was not found possible, 
and the Executive Committee is still endeavouring to find a 
suitable man and to encourage the launching of such an 
Agency. 

XI. ARCHITECTS’ BUREAU. ‘The effort to secure some 
relief in the matter of the erection of Mission buildings has 
been successful to the extent that a responsible firm of architects — 
has come to China, and is devoting special attention to Mission 
building. Offices have been opened in Peking and Shanghai. 
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Extracts from the Findings and Recommenda- 
tions of Special Committees 


HE Findings and Recommendations of the Special Com- 
mittees on a Forward Evangelistic Movement, Evangel- 
istic Books and Tracts, the Promotion of Intercession, 
Theological Education, and Christian Literature, are 

given in connection with the preceding articles. 

In order to make possible a fuller and freer discussion of 
some reports, the Business Committee arranged that only a very 
short time should be given to other reports. This in no way 
means that the questions taken up in these other reports are of 
lesser importance. It only indicates the Committee’s endeavour 
to do thorough-going work, and for that reason to prohibit a 
scattering of its energies at the Annual Meeting over too 
large a field. It is expected that next year it will concentrate 
its attention on the work of some of the special committees that 
received only brief notice this year. In this respect, the Com- 
mittee differs from Conferences and Conventions, which must 
complete their work in one meeting, after which they disband. 
This Committee continues, and can therefore deliberately 
undertake the study of large questions, the solution of which 
will occupy many years. 

In reading the following recommendations, it will be 

-observed that many of them are ‘‘ forward-looking reports,’’ 
outlining plans for another year’s work. The Special Com- 
mittees will heartily welcome the codperation of missionaries 
and Chinese Christians in every part of China in carrying out 
the work committed to them. These Committees are not 
appointed to advocate any ideas or methods of their own, but 
to study the best experience available and with the largest 
wisdom they. can command to make known those facts and 
methods which give promise of proving most helpful in advanc- 
ing the Kingdom of God in China. Those who share such 
aims and are prepared also to share in such work are invited to 
address the Chairmen of these Committees, at 5 Quinsan 

Gardens, Shanghai. 

The following are extracts from the recommendations 
adopted by the Continuation Committee. The full report will 
be issued at an early date and is commended to all who desire 
a fuller statement of the Committee’s activities. 
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I. THE CHINESE CHURCH. 


To instruct the incoming Special Committee on the Chinese 
Church to make careful enquiry as to the present practice of the 
various churches in dealing with applications for baptism from 
polygamists, and from the wives of such men, and if such persons 
are baptized what their Church standing is, and to sere to the 
next annual meeting. 


II. SELF-SUPPORT. 


That the new Committee be instructed to continue the work of 
last year’s Committee as follows :— | 

(a) To study the reports already received with 4 a view to out- 
lining a few of the general principles on which plans for the develop- 
ment of self-support should be based, provided that the data already. 
received are found to be sufficient to warrant such findings. 


(6) To submit such findings to those who have cooperated in 
answering the questionnaire, in order to secure their criticisms and 
suggestions. 

(c) To continue the investigation of the status and methods of 
developing self-support in other provinces, revising the present 
questionnaire if they find that desirable. | 


III. SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE STUDY. 


The adoption of the Te program of work her the new — 
Committee 

1. Curriculum Bible Study. To invite the China Christian 
Educational Association to codperate with this Committee in 
making a study of the Bible Study Curricula in Mission Schools 
and Colleges, including the following questions :— 


(a) A survey of the existing curricula for the study of the Bible 
in missionary institutions, and whether or not a larger degree of 
uniformity is desirable and profitable. 


(6) To recommend the general outlines, or even syllabi, of a — 
model Bible Study Curriculum for primary and middle schools. 
The Committee should also, if possible, include in its study the 
question: of the subjects that should be included in Bible study 
courses in colleges. 

(c) To discover and to secure the codperation of successful 
teachers of the Bible in China, both missionaries and Chinese, who 
may possibly assist in outlining such a curriculum, or may under- 
take to prepare text-books for use in primary, middle, or college 
courses. 
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(d) To investigate matters of training Bible teachers for the 
‘schools, the holding of institutes, and the preparation of manuals 
‘for teachers. 

(e) To consider the comntatica of the curriculum Bible study 
and the work done in Sunday schools. 

2. To make a survey of courses of study for Adult Bible 
Classes, and for Sunday schools for those who are not yet con- 

nected with the Church. | 

3. In cooperation with the Special Camila on Theological 
Education, to make a survey of “‘ Conference Courses”’ and other 
methods of Bible study for preachers and en already in the 
service of the Church. 

. To make a survey of methods of fostering family worship 
and daily Bible study in homes. 


IV. SURVEY AND OCCUPATION. 


That the Committee on Survey and Occupation outline as soon 
as possible after its appointment a plan for utilizing such ‘‘ survey 
material,’ including the general statistics of mission work in China 
as have already been collected in the offices of the China Continua- 
tion Committee, the China Christian Educational Association and 
the China Medical Missionary Association, or can be secured from 
books and available reports ; keep in close touch with others inter- 
ested in such survey work in China; assist, where the Committee’s 
assistance is desired, in co-ordinating such surveys ; make available 
_ for the general survey all material gathered by others and placed 
‘by them at the Committee’s disposal; and that after making a study 
of this material, the Committee draw up a statement for report at 
the next annual meeting outlining both the main purpose and the 
nature and scope of a general missionary survey of China, and the 
best way of securing the same. 

That the Committee keep in touch with the Committee on Survey 
and Occupation of the Edinburgh Continuation Committee and with 
Similar committees on the mission field, especially the one in India. 


V. BUSINESS AND ADMINISTRATION EFFICIENCY. 


1. That the Committee devote special attention to the subject 
. ‘‘ The Organization of Mission Administrative Bodies on the 
ield.’’ 

2. That the Executive Committee be asked to continue its 
efforts to find a suitable man for the position of Manager of a Busi- 
ness Agency and to encourage the organization along wise lines of 
such an Agency (cf. Minute 120, Third Annual Mocting). 
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3. That the Committee is of the opinion that a Missions’ Build. 
ing erected in a central location in Shanghai, to serve as the busj- 
ness and administrative headquarters of different missionary 
societies and organizations will do much to further the cause of co. 
operation and co-ordination of missionary work, will make fo: 
increased efficiency in missionary business administration, and wil] 
prove a worthy witness to visitors to Shanghai of the magnitude 
and unity of the missionary enterprise. Also the China Continua- 
tion Committee wish to thank the officers of the American Presby. 
terian Mission (North) who have sympathetically entertained the 
suggestion of the use of their property at 18 Peking Road for this 
purpose, and to assure them of the Committee’s deep interest in this 
important matter. | 

The Annual Meeting hereby continues the appointment. made 
by the Executive Committee at its tenth meeting, designating the 
Foreign Secretary of the China Continuation Committee as a Com- 
mittee of one to use all available means to promote the enterprise. 


4 VI. SOCIAL APPLICATION OF CHRISTIANITY. 


1. Recognizing the need of promoting social service work asa 
fitting expression of the Christian life of every Christian, and of 
collecting and giving out information on such service as is being 
rendered in this country in particular, we recommend the re- 
appointment of a Special Committee on the Social Application of 
Christianity. | | 


2. In addition to the kind of social service work outlined by 
the previous report of the Committee, we wish to lay emphasis on 
the importance of industrial education. We recommend that the 
Committee should make a study of the Christian principles applic- 
able to the relations between capital and labor in order to help to 
awaken and guide the conscience of the Chinese Church in regard 
to the rapidly developing new conditions of industry and commerce 
in China. 


3. We reiterate the recommendations made by the previous 
Committee, especially the sections of last year’s report, dealing with 
the ‘‘ Promotion of the Study of Social Problems,’’ ‘‘ Cooperation 
of other Committees and Agencies,’’ and ‘‘ Recommendations to 
those about to engage in Social Service work’ (Sec. III. 4, 5, 6), 
and would urge the new Committee to prosecute its work with 
renewed vigor. 

4. We recommend that the China Continuation Committee 
approve of the Sub-committee, appointed by this Committee, pro- 
ceeding to make a survey of philanthropic institutions in Shanghai, 
especially those established by the Chinese people. 


| 
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VII. TRAINING OF MISSIONARIES. 


1, That, as recommended last year, the Executive Committee 
continue its endeavours to arrange for the service of an expert 
phonetician to study the various dialects of China (cf. Minute 115, 
Annual Meeting 1915). 3 

2. That the incoming Committee on the Training of Mission- 
aries be asked to continue the study of the problems already dealt 
with in this report. That in addition the Committee be asked :— 

_ a. To correspond with the Boards of Missionary Preparation in 
Europe and America with a view to reaching a clear understanding 
regarding that part of the preparation which can best be made in 
the West, and that part that should be made on the field. 

b. To study what opportunities for language study there are at 
the summer resorts. 

c. To study the relation of the language study courses in the 
Training Schools to those of the missions. | 

d. To study the question of the advisability of the holding of local 


language study examinations. 


e. To study what can be done to assist new missionaries who 
are looking forward toa definite type of work before they come to 
the field or who may develop certain aptitudes for special lines of 
work after they arrive on the field, to secure special training by 
association with some practical expert in the type of work con- 
cerned, for a longer or shorter period as may seem best. ‘To this | 
end that the Committee be instructed to get into touch with the 
Boards of Missionary Preparation and with missionaries on the field 
who may be interested in this subject and report at the next annual 
meeting. | | 

 f. To arrange for and call a conference of the Directors of the 
different Training Schools, if such a conference is desired and the 
Committee’s assistance is sought, but that the Committee shall not 
undertake financial responsibility for the conference. 


VIII, HYMNOLOGY. 


1. That with reference to the many existing translations of a 
few of the best-loved hymns of the West, the incoming Committee 
be permitted to choose one translation of each and publish it in 
Chinese and foreign periodicals, for the consideration of the China 
Churches and Missions; and this publication shall not imply any 
formal approval of these translations by the China Continuation 
Committee. 3 

2. That the incoming Committee collect as they appear in re- 
ligious newspapers and periodicals, hymns and spiritual songs, 
whether the work of Chinese or foreigners, and preserve them for 
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the future reference of those interested in the progress of hymn- 
making in the Chinese Church. 


3. That the Committee be permitted to bring up to date the 


catalogue of hymns in the Chinese language prepared by a Union 
Committee in North China in 1907. 


. IX. A COMMITTEE ON COMITY. 


It was voted to appoint a Special Committee on Comity, which 
is instructed to collect information from Committees on Comity in 
China 4nd in other lands with special reference to work accom- 
plished and to prepare a report for presentation at t the next annual 


meeting. 
OTHER EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES. 
Educational. | 


The Continuation Committee has not appointed any Special 
Committee on Education, but each year it has received a report 
prepared by the General Secretary of the China Christian 
Educational Association. ‘This year, in the absence of Dr. 


Gamewell, the report prepared by him was presented by the | 
President of the Association, Dr. F. L. Hawks Pott, who also 


proposed the following recommendations, which were adopted:— 


1. As soon as possible arrangements should be made for carry- 
ing out the general survey of the present condition of Christian 
Educational Work in China referred to in the report of the Third 
Annual Meeting of the China Continuation Committee. 

2. That the China Christian Educational Association be asked to 
reconsider the decision that the Advisory Council should meet 
biennially. It would seem that it must be wise for the Advisory 
Council to meet whenever the China Continuation Committee meets, 


so that the China Continuation Committee may, have the benefit of 
the results of their deliberations, and also that the relationship of | 


‘the Advisory Council to the China Continuation Committee shall 


be clearly defined in a statement to be approved jointly by the 


Council and Executive Committee of the China Continuation Com- 
mittee. 


3. That the China Christian Educational Association be wid 
to consider the advantages of securing the services of an Associate 


Chinese General Secretary to act in co-operation with the foreign 


General Secretary. 


4. That the China Christlan Educational Association be asked 
to see what steps can be taken in the way of ase ted an Educa- 
tional Review in Chinese. 
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MEDICAL. 

A report on behalf of the China Medical Missionary Asso- 

ciation was presented by Dr. Robert C. Beebe, the Executive 


Secretary. 
The following resolution, proposed by Dr. S. A. Ellerbek, 


of Moukden, was adopted : 

While recognizing the great need of Medical Schools of the 
highest standard and teaching in English such as are planned by 
the China Medical Board, the China Continuation Committee 
desires to point out that there still continues to be an urgent need 
of Christian medical practitioners trained in the vernacular for the 
relief of the suffering multitudes in China. 

The China Continuation Committee therefore urges the continued 
development of missionary Medical Schools teaching in the verna- 
cular and recommends the continued support of such schools by the 
various Boards and Missions concerned, and refers this subject to the 
further consideration of the China Medical Missionary Association. 


AN ASSOCIATE CHINESE SECRETARY. 


The Executive Committee was authorized to appoint an 
Associate Chinese Secretary; and steps are now being taken to 
approach the Mission and Church to secure the release of the 
man whom the Committee desires to call. 


TRANSLATIONS OF TERMS. 


It was reported that the historical study of the translation 
into Chinese of the term ‘‘Holy Catholic Church’’ in the 
creeds had been undertaken by Bishop Norris for the Special 
Committee on the Chinese Church. 

It was voted to print the enquiry regarding the translations 
into Chinese of the terms for ‘‘ baptize,’’ etc., prepared by the 
Rev. G. H. Bondfield, D.D., for the annual meeting of 1915. 


RELATION TO WEST CHINA. 


It was voted that in view of the disturbance in Szechwan, 
the Szechwan members of the China Continuation Committee 
be requested to take such special steps as may seem wise in 
bringing the findings of this meeting of the China Continuation 
Committee to the attention of the Advisory Council of the 
Churches and Advisory Board of Missions in West China; and 
to suggest that they appoint locally such committees to co- 
operate with the special committees of the China Continuation 
Committee as they may think wise. : 
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Useful Books for Evangelistic Work 
Cc. ¥. CHENG. 


CTING upon the request of the Special Committee on the 
A Forward Evangelistic Movement of the China Continya. 
ik tion Committee and the Committee on Literature, a brief 
study of existing Christian literature in the Chinese 
language suitable for evangelistic purposes, and for the nurture 
of the spiritual life of Christians has been made, and a tentative 
list of suitable books and tracts has been drawn up concerning 
which a word of explanation seems necessary. 

The list contains a selection of four hundred publications, 
half of which are books, and half are tracts published by the 
various literature and tract societies and by other organizations, 
which are considered as serviceable for evangelistic purposes 
and for Christian nurture. It was thought wise to make the 
list “fairly large and comprehensive so as to enable people to 
make a choice to meet their particular needs. | 

The selection is made from twelve hundred books and 
tracts in the library of the China Continuation Comnnittee. 
Undoubtedly there are still other good books in existence, but 
as these have not yet come under our notice we are not able to 


estimate their real value. | | 
- Owing to the limited time at our disposal, and to the 


further fact that a number of these books and tracts only reached 
us a few days before this Meeting, it has not been possible to 


submit this list to those persons who are best qualified to passa 
judgment upon it, and whose opinions are highly valuable. So 
the list can only be regarded asa preliminary attempt towards 
a more thorough and more careful study of this type of Chris- 
tian literature in the Chinese language. | 

Every book in this list has been briefly studied and partially 
read by the writer of this Report. For each a statement is 
given as to the title, both in Chinese and English, the names 
of the author, translator, publishers ; the price, literary style, 
style of binding, number of pages, of leaves, and number of 
editions. ‘Then follows a summary of the general theme of the 
book, with or without a word or two as to its value. We 
hope such a list may help to make these books more widely 
known to those who desire to help in kuowiug what is most 


useful. 
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The list is classified under four main divisions, each of 
- which is again sub-divided into two parts according to the 
nature of the books. These divisions are as follows :— 


1. Books on Bible Study. 
(1) Reading. 
Text books. 
2. Devotional Books. 
(1) For spiritual help. 
(2) For practical problems. | 
3. Books dealing with Fundamental Truths. 
(1) Reading. © 
(2) Catechisms. 
4. Apologetic Books. 
(1) Testimonies. 
(2) Biographies. 


The subject matter of these books is suitable for all classes 
of people. Asa rule the Wenli books are more suitable for the 
better educated classes, and those in Kuanhiua for the less well 
educated. The literary style of each book is mentioned in the 

list; 1t did not seem necessary, nor of real service, to divide 
the books also according to the class of men who are to 


read them. 
In making this selection of books we nave taken into 


consideration the following points : 
1. The subject matter and the argument of the beck 
2. The literary style of the book, whether mandarin or classical. 


3. The sale of the book. 
4. The recommendations given to the book by those who have 


used it. 


There are books which, while excellent in the subject 
matter, are poor in style, or vice versa; and many books are 
recommended for their excellence only by one single person! 
As most of our present literature is translated into Chinese from 
other languages there is always the difficulty of attempting to 
be true both to the original and to the translation, and in not a 
few cases this has resulted i in failure to achieve either. 

The list of seventy ‘boo erewith given are those con- 
sidered by us most useful. They are chosen from the larger 
list of four hundred which will shortly be published. The 
books which are starred are regarded as the best. 
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BIBLE Srupy I. (Reading.) 
c.c.R.T.S. Wenli, 311 pp. ... 
Meditations on the Old Testament—Dr, Faber. 


MG C.L.S. Wenli and Mandarin, 90 pp. ... 
The Example of Christ (Dr. Stalker)—Rev. D. Mac illivray. 


The Life of Christ—Reyv. F. Hawks Pott. | 


Preparation for The Kingdom—Rev. F. L. Hawks Pott. 


A Y.M.C.A. Wenli, 2nd Ed., g2 pp. 
Ten Reasons for Bible Study (Clayton Ss. Cooper)—Y. K . Woo, 


ia N.C.R.T.S. Mandarin, 3rd Ed., 258 pp. ... 
The Complete Gospel, A Diatessaron—Rev. C. H. Fenn, D.D. 


*The Daily Light— 
BIBLE Stupy II. (Text books.) 


*The Outlines of the Life of Jesus—H. L. Z 

mee Y.M.C.A. 2nd 1914, 52 pp. 
*The Character of Jesus—H. Zia. 


Y.M.C.A. Wenli, 2nd Ed., 1914, 46 pp. ... 


*Introduction to Bible Study—H. L. Zia. 
Y.M.C.A. Wenli, 2nd Ed., 1914, 62 pp. 


Life and Letters of Paul (Fred S. Goodman)—Y. K. Woo and H. L. Zia. 


2H Y.M.C.A. Wenli, 2nd Ed., 1913; 94 pp. 
Studies in the Life of Jesus (W. H. Sallmon )—H. L.Z 


i iF N.C.R.T.S. Mandarin, 1910, 200 pp. 
Life and Teachings of the Apostle Paul—Miss Mary Andrews. 


HE B Y.M.C.A. Wenli, 1914, 26 pp.... 
A Life Sketch of Jesus—Wu Kuang Chien, 


DEVOTIONAL I, (For spiritual site. ) 


C.L.S. Wenli, 2nd Ed., 1912, 78 pp. ... 


Quiet Talks on Prayer (S. D. Gordon)—D. MacGillivray. 


The Secret ge Life (John R. Mott)—H. L,. Zia. 5 
& 


C.L.S. Mandarin, 2nd Ed.,91 pp. ... 
ay (R. A. Torrey, D.D.)—Chen Chung Kuei, 


C.L.S. Wenli and Mandarin, 1909, 48 PP. «. 
Quiet Talks on Service (S. D. Gordon)—Rev. D. MacGillivray. 


Y.M.C.A. Wenli, IQII, 31 pp. 


‘Alone with God (John R. Mott)—H. L. Z 


ie 7k C.L.S. Wenliand 1914, 
Quiet Talks on Power (S. D. Gordon)—Rev. D. MacGillivray. 


C.LLS. Wenli, 3rd Ed., 1914, 80 pp... 
The Spirit of Christ (Andrew Murray )—Rev. D. MacGillivray. 


% C.T.S. Mandarin, 1914,66pp. .. 
How to get Power (R. A. Torrey)—Joshua Vale. 


Morning Star, Mandarin, 208 pp. 
The Holy War (John Bunyan)—Editors of the ene Star. 


C.T.S. Wenli, 1904, 68 pp. 
Grace Abounding (John Bunyan)—C. W. A lan. 


M2 OY.W.C.A. Mandarin, 20 pp. out 


Wr 
Iutercession and Evangelism (Ruth Paxson)—Y. S. Loh. 
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P.M.P. Mandarin, roro, 248 pp. 20 
Workers (Howard A. Johnston)—Ada H. ‘Mateer. 
fa A 2 Provincial Campaign Com. Wenli, 0,02 
Methods of Personal Work— 
Christ (Thomas 4 Kempis)—Dr. Faber. | 


N.C.R.T.S. Mandarin, r20pp. ... ... Per 100 11.80 
Extermination of Giants ( ? )}—Miss Mary Porter. 


C.L.S. and Ed., 1904, Mandarin, 134 pp... 
The of George Miiller of Bristol ( W. Baller. 
KS Y.M.C. A. Wenli, 1915, 46 pp. 0.10 
Intercession, The Primary Need (John R. Mott)—P- S. Vie a H L. Zia, 
C.B.P.S. Wenli, 130 pp. Oo. 
Power Through Prayer (E. M. Bound)—Jacob Speicher. ” 
fa C.T.S. Wenli, 1914, 206 pp. 


The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life—Mrs, Mary Kwoh., 


K Cc. T.S. Mandarin, 202 pp. ove 0,20 
*Pilgrim’s seme (John Bunyan)—J. Wallace Wilson. 

Also—N. C,R. T.S. Mandarin, 204 PP. 

P.M. Wenli, 198 pp. ... con 0.15 


DEVOTIONAL, II. (For practical problems.) 


C.C R.T.S. Mandarin, 120 pp. 0,10 

*Pilgrim’ s Progress, II (John Bunyan)— 
fat AS Y.M.C.A. Wenli, 1912, 20 pp. 0.03 
Seven Rules for Daily Living( Meyer, Torrey, Miiller, Drummond)—H. L.Zia. 


| 


FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS I. (Reading. ) 


Christianity, Its Nature and Truth (Arthur S. Peake)—W. Hopkyn Rees, 
C.T.S. Wenli, 1909, 70 ... eee 0.03 
CR. T. S. ‘Wenli, 58 pp. one 0.03 
Mandarin, 65 pp. esi one 0.03 

- Gate of Virtue and Wisdom—Griffith John. | 


The Traveller’s Guide—Dr. J. Darroch. 3 


ARM C.B.P.S. Wenli, 22 pp... 0.01 
*Man’s Importance as a Being—T. E. Richey. 


tH RAZ Short Steps to Great Truths, 1915, ( Vol. 1, 104 pp. 0.10 
* Dr, Price, Mandarin, 3 vols, C. T.S, Vol, 2, 136 pp. ... 0.10 
Vol. 3, 206 pp. ... 0,12 


FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS II, (Catechisms.) 


rT P.M. P. Wenli, and Ed., 124 pp... 
Larger Catechism—Presbyterian Synod. 


RMR C.T.S. Wenli, r911, 74 pp. 
Enquiries about Christianity—J. Stronach, . 


APOLOGETICS I. (Testimonies. ) 


Confucianism and Christianity—Wang Ping Kim. | 


RK C.T.S. Mandarin, 80 pp. 
N.C. R. T.S. Mandarin, 70 pp. ove 04 
C.C,R.T.S. Mandarin, "96 pp. 


Peep of Day—W. C. Burns. 
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C.C. R. T.S. Mandarin, 1905, 66 pp. ... 
iptures and Science—( ? ) 


C.L.S. Wenli, 1913, 38 pp. ... 
ristian—J. Wallace Wilson. 


.C. A. Wenli, 1911, 60 pp. 
How to deal With Doubts and Doubters (H. Clay Trumbull) . £ K. Woo. 


C.L.S. Wenli, 22 pp. ... 
The Only Name (Robert E, Speer) —W. P. Chalfant. 3 


Y. M. ad A, Wenli, 71 pp. soe eve eee 0,20 
Interpretations of the Truth—T. M. Van. ; 


Y.M.C.A. Wenli, 2nd Ed., rot1, 74 pp. 0,05 
The Progress and Piace of Christianity in the Life of Great Nations and 3 
Peoples—World Student Christian Federation Conference Addresses, 


EP Y.M.C.A. Wenli, 6th Ed., 1913, 2 Vol., 20 pp. Each 0,06 
Constructive Suggestions for Character Building (Mott and Eddy)—P.S. Yie. 


C.C.R.T.S. Mandarin, 15 pp. ... 0.04 
Religion as an Element in Civilization—Geo, W. Knox—C, Y. Cheng. | : 


fe % N.C. R.T.S. Mandarin, 12 pp, Per 100 
Borrow Light—C. L. Ogilvie. | | 


N.C. R.T.S. Mandarin, 1915, 6: Per 100 


Wenli, 1915, 14 pp. ... 
Highest and Deepest—Dr, W. A. P. Martin. 
C.C.R.T.S. Wenli, 7th Ed., 448 pp. 
Faber. 


*The Practical Programme of Christianity —Sherwood Eddy. 


Y.M.C. A. Wenli, 1911, 26 pp. ... 
*What is Christianity (G. S. Eddy)—C. N. Lin and C, H. Wang. 
Y.M.C.A. Wenli, 1914, 96 pp. ove 
*Present Day Tracts—by eight Chinese. . 


ROBT C.L.S. Wenli,12 pp... .. 
“Whe am I a Christian— Dr. F. L. Hawks Pott. | 


C.B.P.S. Wenli, 1912, 96 
*China’s ir. Chambers, PP. 


C.T.S. Wenli, 1911, 60pp. ... 


N.C. R.T.S. Wenli, 200 pp. ... 

N.C. R. T.S. Mandarin, 1913, 70 PP... 

*Evidences of Christianity—W. A. P, “Martin, 

ARAM AH ON.C.R.T.S. Mandarin ... 
_*Gospel Arrows—Rev. C. L. Ogilvie. 

KMR C.T.S. Wenli, 1910, 106 pp. eee 

*Christianitv and Other Creeds—W. A. P. Martin, — 
Also—N. C. R. T.S. Wenli, 106 pp. ... wwe 
Mandarin, 128 pp. ove 


APOLOGETICS II. (Biographies.) 


; Y.M.C. A. Wenli, 120 pp. ... 
Christian Faith, Testimonials of Some Prominent Chinese Christians, 
Compiled H. Zia. 


C.L.S. Wenli,1899,90 pp... 
Autobiography of Mr, Shen—C. C. Shen. 


BSE Y.M.C.A. Wenli, 1911, 44 
Great Men and Bible—H. L. Zia. 
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ZA Y.M.C.A. ‘Wenli, 2nd Ed., 76 
reseanie of Great Men to the Bible and Christianity (J. Murdock” $0,14 


~ and Rev. H. Loomis)—Y. K. Woo. 
3 HAGAB: m Y.M.C.A. Wenli, 3rd Ed., 1913, 17 pp. ... 0,02 
A mS. in Japan—by Eminent Men. 


KH C.L.S. Mandarin, 87 pp... 
C.L.S. Wenli,79 pp... 0,20 


The Divine Origin of Cheistianity (Richard I, Storrs)—D. MacGillivray. 


Members of China Continuation Committee 


Officers. 


Rt. Rev. L. H. Roots, D.D., Chairman. 
Rev. WEN-CH‘ING, D. E. Hosts, Esq., Vice-chairmen. 
G. H. BonpFIELD, D.D., Hon. Secretary. 
CHENGTING T. WANG, Esq., Treasurer . 


The following, in addition to the officers, constitute the 


Executive Commuttee : 


Robert C. Beebe, M.D. D.Duncan Main,F.R.C.S.,F.R.C.P. 
Rey. F. D. Gamewell, Ph.D., LL.D. Rt. Rev. H. McC. E. Price, M.A. 


Rev. Z. T. Kaung Rev. J. T. Proctor, D.D. 
Rev. Liu Fang Rev. A. H. Smith, D.D. 
Rev. J. W. Lowrie, D.D.— David Z. T. Yui, Esq. 

Secretaries. | 
Rev. C. Y. Cheng Rev. E. C. Lobenstine 


National Evangelistic Secretary. Statistical Secretary. 
Rev. A. Ll. Warnshuis Rev. C. L. Boynton 


TERM OF OFFICE TO EXPIRE IN I9QI7. 


Bashford, Rev. J. W., LL.D., Bishop, Methodist Episcopal Mission, 


Peking. 
Beebe, Rev. Robert C., M.D., Secretary, China Medical Missionary 


Association, Shanghai. 
Burt, Rev. E. W., M. A., English Baptist Mission, Tsingchowfu, 


Sung. 
Chang Po-ling, Esq., Nankai Middle School, Tientsin. 
Cheng C. Y., Rev., Secretary, China Continuation Committee, 


Shanghai. 
h‘en piesa Editor Chinese Christian Intelligencer, Shang- 


hai. 


S ‘Cheung Chuk-ling, Rev., Pastor, Independent Church, affiliated 


with London Missionary Society, Hongkong. 
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Davidson, R. J., Esq., Friends’ Foreign Mission Association, 
Chengtu. 
Ding Li-mei, Rev., Secretary, Student Volunteer Movement for the 
Ministry, Shanghai. 
Gamewell, Rev. F. D., Ph.D., LL.D., Secretary of Education of 
the M. E. F. B., General ‘Secretary, China Christian Educa. 
tional Association, Shanghai. 
ag Rev. J. C., D.D., English Presbyterian Mission, Swatow, 
ung. 
Gotteberg, Rev. J. A. O., Norwegian Missionary Societ y, Chang- 
sha, Hun. 
Hodous, Rev. L., American Board Mission, Foochow, Fu., Profes- 
sor, Union Theological College. 
Hoste, D. E., Esq., Director, China Inland Mission, Shanghai. 
Hu Lan-t‘ing, Rev. Archdeacon, American Church Mission, Han- 
kow, Professor in Theological School. 
Lambert, Miss C. J., Church Missionary Society, Foochow, Fu. 
In charge of Girls’ School. 
Lewis, Rev. W.S., LL.D., Bishop, Methodist Episcopal Mission, 
Foochow, Fu. 
weet “0 4 Rev. W. C., Southern Baptist Mission, Hwanghsien, 
ung. 
Teng Lan-shi, Rev., District Superintendent, Methodist Episcopal 
Mission, Chengtu, Sze. 
Tewksbury, Rev. E. G., Secretary, China Sunday School Union, 
Shanghai. 


TERM OF OFFICE TO EXPIRE IN 1918. 


Hwene Hsu-sheng, Rev., American Presbyterian Mission, Canton, 
ung. 


Hwang Sui-ch‘iang, Rev., American Church Mission, Changsha, 
Hun. 


Iliff, Rt. Rev. G. D., D.D., Bishop, Church of England Mission, — 
Diocese of Shantung, Taianfu, Sung. 
Kaung, Rev. Z. T., Methodist Episcopal Mission, South, Shanghai. 
Kilborn, Rev. O. 38 M.D., Secretary-Treasurer, Canadian Meth- 
odist Mission, Chengtu, Sze., Director of Language School for 
Missionaries, Chengtu. 
King, Miss Margaret, China Inland Mission, Yangchow, Ku. 
Koh Yu-ch‘ing, Rev., Methodist Episcopal Mission, Hinghwa, Fu. 
K‘ung, Prof. H. H., M.A., Principal, Oberlin Middle School, 
Taikuhsien, Shansi. 
Lobenstine, Rev. E. C., Secretary, China Continuation Committee, 
Shanghai. 
Lowrie, Rev. J. W., D.D., Chairman, China Council, American 
Presbyterian Mission, North, Shanghai. 


Main, D. Duncan, Esq., F. R. C.S., F.R.C. P., Church Mission- 
ary Society, Hangchow, Che. : 
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McDaniel, Rev. C. G., Southern Baptist Mission, Soochow. 


| Miver, Dr. Luella, Board Mission, Peking, Principal, 


North China Union College for Women. 

Pott Rev. F. L. Hawks, D.D., American Church Mission, Shang- 
- hai, President, St. John’s University. 

Price, Rev. P. F., D.D., American Presbyterian Mission, South, 
Nanking, Professor, Union Theological Seminary. 

Rees, Rev. W. Hopkyn, D.D., General Secretary, Christian Litera- 
ture Society, Shanghai. 

‘Roots, Rt. Rev. I. H., D. D., Bishop, American Church Mission, 
Diocese of Hankow. 

Schultze, Rev. O., Basel Missionary Society, Shanghai. 


Shen Wen-ch‘ing, Rev., Pastor, Wesleyan Methodist Mission, 


Hankow, Hup. 
Smith, Rev. A. H., D.D., American Board Mission, Tungchow, Chi. 
Turner, Rev. F. B., United Methodist Church Mission, Tientsin, 
Chi. 
White, Miss Mary Culler, Methodist Episcopal Mission, South, 
Soochow, Ku. 


TERM OF OFFICE TO EXPIRE IN 1919. 


Berg, Rev. A., Missionary in charge, Swedish Mission in China, 
Vuncheng, Sha. 

Bondfield, Rev. G. H., D.D., Agent, British and Foreign Bible 
Society, Shanghai. 

Ch‘en Ch‘iu-ch‘ing, Rev., Pastor, Independent Church, affiliated 
with Loudon Missionary Society, Amoy. 

‘Chuang Cheng-sheng, Rev., Pastor, Presbyterian Church, I Tung 

3 Hsien, affiliated with Irish Presbyterian Mission, Kirin, Kir. 

Clayton, Rev. G. A., Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society, 

Hankow, Secretary, Religious Tract Society of North and 

Central China. 

Cochran, Rev. J. B., American Presbyterian Mission, North, 
Hwaiyuan, An. 

Dewstoe, Rev. E., Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society, Fat- 
shan, Tung. 

_Ellerbek, A., Esq., M.D., Danish Lutheran Mission, Professor 
Union Medical — Moukden, King. 

Fowler, H., Esq., L. R. C. P. & S., London Missionary Society, 
Siaokan, Hup. 

Jaffray, R. A., Esq., Christian and Missionary Alliance, Wuchow, 
Si., in charge ‘of the Wuchow Press, Editor of Zhe Bible 
Magazine. 

Liu Fang, Rev., Pastor, Methodist Episcopal Mission, Peking. 

Liu Shou Shan, Esq., American Presbyterian Mission, North, 
Tsingtau, Sung. 

—ae Rey. M., D.D., Canadian Presbyterian Mission, Chang- 
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Price, Rt. Rev. H. McC. E., M.A., Bishop, Church Missionary 
Society, Diocese of Fukien, Foochow, Chairman. 

Proctor, Rev. J. T., D.D., Secretary, East China Mission, American 
Baptist Foreign Mission Societv, Shanghai. 

Stone, Miss Mary, M.D., Methodist Episcopal Mission, Kiukiang. 

Tong Tsing-en, Rev., ‘Professor, Shanghai Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Shanghai. 

Voskamp, Rev. C. J., Superintendent, Berlin Missionary Society, 
Tsingtau, Sung. 

Wang, C. T., Esq., General Secretary, National Committee, Young 
Men’s Christian Association of China, Shanghai. 

Weir, Rev. A., Irish Presbyterian Mission, Yushuting, Kir. 

Yui, David Z. 7, Esq., M.A., Executive Secretary, Lecture Depart- 
ment National Committee Young Men’s Christian nitions 
of Shanghai. 


Special Committees appointed by the China Continuation 
Committee, 1916, 


Horvat Evangelistic Movement, Rt. Rev. H. McC. E. Price, M.A. 

The Church, Rev. C. Y. Cheng. 

Intercession, Rev. J. Walter Lowrie, D. D. 

Theological Education, Rev. P. F. Price, D.D. 

Christian Literature, Rev. W. Hopkyn Rees, D.D. 

Sunday School and Bible Study, Rev. E. G. Tewksbury. 

Survey and Occupation, Rev. G. H. Bondfield, D.D. 

Business and Administrative Efficiency, Rev. Bishop J. W. Bash- 
ford, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 

Self-support, Rev. Ch‘en Ch‘iu-ch‘ing. 

Social Application of Christianity, David Z. T. Yui, M.A. 

Training of Missionaries, Rev. A. H. Smith, D.D. 

Hymnology, Rev. J. Walter Lowrie, D.D. 

Comity, D. E. Hoste, Esq. 
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Our Book Table 


HosPITat DIALOGUE IN MANDARIN, 4y Dr. JuFFERYS, Shanghai. $1.00. 


The work is a neat handbook of colloquial expressions useful 
in seeing and treating patients. It is subdivided into twenty-seven 
chapters dealing with different subjects, and concludes with some 
prayers for hospital use. There are a few misprints, ¢.g., #€ for 
# page 66; some errors, some notable omissions, ¢.g., ‘‘after-birth”’ 
and ‘‘cord,’”’ and some phrases usable only in the North. The 
vast majority of the expressions, however, are also usable along 
the Yangtsze Valley. A page of errata would make the book more 
serviceable. . | 

The right way to use it is for each reader to go over the 
hrases with an educated hospital assistant and where necessary 
modify the expressions in accordance with the phraseology of his 
own district. If thus used, we can heartily commend the book as 
a useful foundation for the acquisition of a popular medical 


vocabulary. 


As THK Twtc 1s Bent. A story for mothers and teachers, By Miss LAURA 
M. WHITE and Miss YUEN Yui Yinc. Shanghai: Christian Literature 


Society, 1916. 94 pages, 20 cents. 

This is a reprint of the papers on Child Training which have 
been appearing in the Women’s Messenger. One is glad to see the 
Women’s Library enriched by such a useful and interesting book. 
The subjects of Truth and Honor, Unselfishness, Obedience, Love, 
Parental Sympathy, Thrift, Temper, Good Habits, Work and 
‘Play, Happiness, Child’s Thoughts of Death and of Religion, are 
illustrated in a concrete way that is very helpful. Miss Nung, on 
a visit to her sister Mrs. T‘an, sees that though she herself has 
learned much in the Normal School, her sister has learned still 
more in the school of Christian motherhood. The. mothers of 
China, like her rivers, follow the line of the least resistance. To 
such this careful study of the way to avoid any clash between joy 
and duty by turning duty into joy, must awaken new thoughts. 
One may wonder a little perhaps at a child being allowed to 
consider the feeding of a cat more important than the getting a 
desired cup of tea for her mother ; at the idea that whipping is 
always a sign of anger, FA. A FT A F; while in 
the really beautiful chapter on the Child’s Religion, one is surprised 
at the late mention of Jesus (lest it should be confusing to the 
child’s mind), and the careful avoidance of the mention of sin. To 
one who considers Jesus as a child’s natural birthright, and whose 
earliest recollection is the petition ‘‘ Forgive my sins, for Jesus’ 
sake,’’ this seems a little strange. But these points can easily be 
supplemented by the one who guides the reading of the book, and 
the whole trend of the book is remarkably uplifting and inspiring. 
It is especially adapted for study in women’s clubs. 

| A. H. M. 
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THE BIBLIcalL, Review, 541 Lexington Ave., New York. $1.00 (gold) per 
annum. 


We would draw the special attention of all our readers to the 
above new magazine. It is issued under the auspices of the Bible 
Teachers’ Training School of New York, and Dr. Wilbert W. 
White is the Editor. It deserves the careful perusal of mission. 
aries, as it has a number of associate editors in the foreign field, 
whose care will be to keep in closest touch with the trend of 
thought in their respective spheres, and to guide the home editors 
in dealing with the needs and conditions with which they are 
intimately familiar. | 
| The first number now before us is a mine of gold. It is full of 
good matter which those engaged in theological training will 
regard with gratitude, and the evangelistic body will find invalu- 
able. To say that it is learned, fair, and courteous to all schools of 
thought, fresh and inspiring to read, is only a feeble expression of 
its worth. Dr. White’s essay on ‘‘ The Most Important Truth Ever 
Uttered’’ is alone worth far more than the cost of the volume. 
** Psychological Factors in the Structure of the Bible” by Dr. 
Sweet, is another most scholarly and erudite essay, brimful of 
information gathered from many sources but moulded in his own 
excellent style. Dr. R. E. Speer’s essay on ‘‘ The Person and the 
Order,’”’ Dr. Wyckoff on ‘‘ The Biology of the Church,’’ are 
thought-inspiring and soul-moving to an extraordinary degree. 
Of less ambitious aim are the ‘‘ Study of the Lord’s Temptation” 
by the Rev. Richard Roberts, late pastor of Crouch Hill Presby- 
terian Church, London, and ‘‘The Last Adam’’ is a sermon by 
Dr. Tuttle of the Methodist Episcopal Church, both of which will 
well repay careful study. ‘‘ The Record and Work of Conservative 
Old Testament Criticism’’ by Dr. Schodde of Columbus is another - 
essay which demands the most sympathetic study of all those 
interested in the complex problems of Biblical Criticism ; there is 
nothing which the most advanced ‘‘ higher critics’’ could object to 
in the temper and fairness of the essay, though they might well 
reject some of his conclusions. The literary review, which is 
confined to literature current in its own particular field, will givea 
lucid and honest judgment on all the recent books, and all the 
articles in this review are quite of the highest order. 

This quarterly should be in the hands of all missionaries iu 
- China, and will, we are sure, be kept and bound for reference and 
~ we tm for years tocome. We know of none quite like it, the 
‘*Expositor’’ issued in London being the nearest approach to it. 
Blessed _ are those who have such a storehouse at their 
command. 


Socrar Service Tracrs. Published by The National Committee Y.M.C.A. 
Shanghai. 30 cents per 100, $2.50 per 1,000, postpaid. | 


The appearance of this series of six tracts is notable more as 4 
sign of the times than even for their own intrinsic value. It 154 
happy augury for the future of the Christian movement in China 
that it is beginning so early to line out the breadth of its task for 
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the whole life of China. Surely no one who knows the danger of 
formalism in our Churches and the prevalence of a self-centered 
complacency born of the ‘‘ ticket to Heaven’’ type of theological 
dogma can do aught but rejoice to welcome the appearance in our 
midst of a dynamic calculated to shake the dry bones of our church 
organizations into a vivid realization of the fact that Christianity is 
not an end in itself. — 

There are some of our number who are coming to be concerned 
less about the numerical and material progress of the church in 
China than about the type of Christianity that shall prevail in the 
thought and life of that church. To all such this series of tracts 
and the movement which called them forth are reassuring. Worthy 
of particular mention is the courageous and uncompromising attack 
upon the use of tobacco, wines, and patent medicines. If the church 
is ready to face social and moral issues as unequivocally as in these 
tracts without fear of ‘‘ vested interests’’ or ‘‘ interested ’’ vestry- 
men, then we need have little fear for the continued vitality and 
effectiveness of such a church. : Pca 

As to the tracts themselves, they are for the most part a 
simple, direct presentation of elemental considerations of social 
welfare—all in the clear and forceful style which has made Mr. Zia’s 
work popular. As is necessary in all reform work, considerable 
effort is expended in overcoming inertia; in proving that the desired 
changes can and ought to take place. The cardinal virtues of 
fresh air and cleanliness receive due emphasis throughout the series, 
while the mosquito, the fly, and their diminutive microbe brethren 
come in for frequent and vigorous ‘‘ swats.’’ The treatment of the 
subjects, while thoroughly accurate, is altogether untechnical and 
practical. The tracts on Personal Hygiene and on Cleanliness are 
especially direct and helpful. The Prevention of Tuberculosis is 
pervaded with a strong buoyaut tone which is in itself a tonic. 
The consideration of the Tobacco Habit is much more forceful and 
' convincing than the companion consideration of Wine Drinking. 

But after all the real question is, How to use these tracts? 
They are not for the most part adapted to promiscuous distribution ; 
but are written for thinking people with at least a potential interest 
in the general welfare. And they require the power of exhortation 
and example to back them up. They might well serve as the basis 
of special instruction in schools or classes of Christians in prepara- 
tion for the use of the students after the pupil-teacher method as 
missionaries of public welfare in their homes and neighborhoods. 
These tracts are meant to furnish an easy and inexpensive way of 
starting social service. The hub of the problem is now with us—to 
get personalities actively saturated with these facts and the spirit 
behind them. | P. R. B. 


Y. M. C. A. Student Conference. 


The ninth annual North China Student Conference will be 
held at Wo Fu Ssu, Western Hills, July 1st-oth. In addition to 
leaders resident in China, the Conference is fortunate in having the 
presence of Prof. J. W. Jenks of New York University and Mr. 


Buchman of Pennsylvania State College. W. P. Mrts. 
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Correspondence 


KULING SACRED CONCERT. 
To the Editor of | 


THe CHINESE RECORDER.”’ 


DEAR Sirk: At the Sacred Con- 
cert at Kuling this year, Handel’s 
‘‘ The MESSIAH’’ will be sung. 


Vocal and instrumental scores 


have been sent for, and will 
shortly be here. Members of 
the choir who intend to render 
help, and who are anxious to 
begin work on their parts, may 
obtain copies from the under- 
signed, but only on the express 
understanding that, in the event 
of their being prevented from 
attending the rehearsals, they 
return their copy for the use of 
some other singer. Unless this 
is done, the copies available for 
the chorus will certainly be 
insufficient. 

The price of paper covers is 
en and of paper boards 

1.50. 

Thanking you for kindly in- 
serting this notice, 


I am, dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
WILSON H. GELLER, 
Honorary Secretary, 
Kuling Musical Association. 
LONDON MISSION, 
SIAOKAN, HUPEH. 


CHINESE HASTINGS BIBLE 
DICTIONARY. 


To the Editor of | 
CHINESE RECORDER.’’ 


DEAR SiR: I shall be much 
obliged if you will kindly give 
space in 
columus to a note 7e this work. 
When the manuscripts had 
been got together it was decided 


your correspondence 


to make arrangements for a first 
edition of two thousand copies, 
and paper was ordered to be 
specially made. Before the list 
of subscribers was closed at the 
end of last year it was necessary 
to arrange for an additional three 
thousand copies. The paper for 
first edition has been received 
but, owing to the war in Europe, 
the paper for the additional edi- 
tion has not yet come forward. 

The printers are pushing on 
with the work and it is expected 
that the first two thousand will 
be despatched to subscribers in 
the autumn, as promised in the 
announcement of the work. 

Whilst no promise can mean- — 
time be given to subscribers 
whose orders were received after 
the roth December, 1915, they 
may rest assured that delivery 
will be made at the earliest possi- 
ble moment. 

May I add that the subscrip- 
tion lists are definitely closed 
and that no orders at the special 
rates can be accepted. 


Yours faithfully, 
T. LESLIE. 


C. 445, Honan Road, 
SHANGHAI, 9th May, 1916. 


THE VICTORIA INSTITUTE AND 
BIBLE LEAGUE. 


To the Editor of 
‘“THE CHINESE RECORDER.” 


DEAR SIR: Will you allow me 
the hospitality of your columns © 
to bring to the notice of mission- 
aries two British societies which 
I have myself found helpful, 
both in the confirmation of my 
faith in the historical accuracy — 
and complete reliability of the 
Bible, and also from the sense of 
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comradeship in this faith which 
membership in these societies 
brings. 

The first is, the Victoria In- 
stitute or Philosophical Society 
of Great Britain, founded nearly 
fifty years ago. It is a society 
of believers, and exists for the 
free investigation and discussion 
of questions that arise in con- 
nection with scientific discovery 
and revealed religion. The ad- 
dress of the Institute is, 1 Cen- 
tral Buildings, Westminister, 
S.W., and missionary associates 
are admitted, on the recom- 
mendation of a member, by pay- 
ment of an annual subscription 
of ros. 6d. 
associate to receive yearly the 
very valuable volume of Trans- 
actions. | 


2 


Missionary News 


This entitles the © 
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The second is a younger so- 
ciety, the Bible League, ‘‘to 
promote the reverent study of 
the Holy Scriptures, and to 
resist the varied attacks made 
upon their inspiration, infalli- 
bility and sole sufficiency as the 
Word of God.’ This society 
works in many ways to promote 
thiscause. . The annual subscrip- 
tion is 5s. The address of the 
society is, 40 Great James 
Street, Bedford Row, London, 
W.C. All members receive the 
Bible League Quarterly, again 


a most useful publication. | 


I am, dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
W.S. Moun. 


NINGPO, May 13th, 1916. 


Missionary News 


Unfortunately title ap- 
peared for the upper picture 
facing page 351 in the last issue 
of the RECORDER. The group 
_was composed of the deacons and 


Sunday school workers of the. 


_ Baptist Mission at Hangchow. 


Mandarin Braille Literature. 


The committee of this fund 
ventures to appeal to all who 
are interested in the welfare of 
Chinese blind, who are too old 
to be admitted to the exist- 


ing schools, for their sympathy. | 
Constituted at the time when the 


Mandarin Braille was standard- 


ized, the committee has issued - 


a Primer and First Reader by 
means of which any sighted 
' Chinese teacher can instruct a 
blind Chinese to read. It has 


also arranged to issue a Braille © 


edition of Matson’s Old Testa- 


ment History to supplement the 
New Testament and Psalms now 
being issued by the Bible So- 
cieties. The balance shown in 
the account will all be needed 
for this purpose and funds are 
urgently needed for further 
publications. The committee is 


greatly indebted to Mr. Hay- 


ward for assistance: during his 
furlough Mr. Howell will act as 
treasurer. Further information 
about the Braille literature can 
be secured from the Institution 
for the Chinese Blind, Shanghai, 
or the David Hill School for the 
Blind, Hankow. | | 


MANDARIN BRAILLE LITERATURE 


ACCOUNT. 


Statement of Account to 3Ist 
December, 1915. 


Receipts : 
Donations T1s, 321.57 
Literature 


Tis. 409.79 
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Expenditures: 
English & Foreign Braille 


Lit. Soc., London. 
For supply of Literature, | 
etc. see ee 


eee Tls. 26. Io 

Do. Do. 248.88 

Printing in China _.... 8.52 
Balance in hands of Hon. 

126.29 

Tls, 409.79 


Eighth National Christian 
Endeavour Convention. 


In a recent number of the 
RECORDER there was a notice 
that the Eighth National Chris- 
tian Endeavour Convention would 
meet in Hangchow from April 
6th to roth. Now that it has 
become a matter of the past 
it may interest your readers to 
have some impressions of it. 

About 1,200 badges were sold; 
members present, but belonging 
to provinces other than Chekiang, 
numbered nearly seven hundred. 
Speakers and delegates wer 
about three hundred. | 

The guests began arriving on 
April 6th and continued to do so 
the two following days. The 
Chinese men delegates stayed for 
the most part in hotels, the women 
(over one hundred) on Dr. Main’s 
compound, while most of the 
foreigners were guests at the 
various mission houses. We hear 
that the Convention was self- 
supporting,—perhaps the first 
such gathering in China. The 
committee responsible for meet- 
ing and entertainment of guests 
may be heartily congratulated ; 
the political situation was mainly 
responsible for any little hitch or 
change of plans which may have 
occurred ; a few delegates who 


were expected failed at the last 


moment, others were delayed, 
for others substitutes had to be 
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found. The wonder is that things 
went so smoothly, for, but for 
Dr. Clark’s visit, the Convention 
would not have been attempted 
with the country in such a state 
of unrest. The numbers were ip 
consequence less than they would 
have been ; at the same time they 
were larger than was expected. 


Of course the chief disappoint. 
ment was Dr. Clark’s illness, 


He was not able to arrive till the 
night of the 8th, and had only 
attended one meeting when he 
had to take to his bed. This is 
not the place to speak of Dr. and 
Mrs. Clark’s strenuous and de- 
voted work ; we may note, how- 
ever, that though the Doctor's 
enforced absence solemnized the 
proceedings, it did not hinder 
them. All, it is said, were look- 
ing to God and not to man 
for blessing. Mr. Goforth was 
another whom bodily suffering 
kept from taking his appointed 
part in the programme; and there 
were others. 

Most of the meetings were held 
in the Lecture Hall connected 
with the C. M. S. Hospital, 
kindly lent by Dr. Main, and 
were exceedingly well attended. 

The Convention opened at 3 
p.m., on Thursday, with a very 
helpful prayer meeting addressed 
by Miss Dora Yu. At 7 p.m., 
the hall was crowded with over 
a thousand persons for a musical 


‘service led by the Rev. Robt. F. 


Fitch. The performers were the 
Band kindly lent by the Govern- 
or, General Chu Jui, a mixed 
choir of Chinese, American, and 


English, and, last not least, some — 


of the boys of the Compassion 
Orphanage at Ningpo. This 
was followed at 8 p.m., by 4 


meeting of welcome to the dele- 
gates. Mr. Wén, Commissioner 


of Foreign Affairs, spoke on 
behalf of the Governor avd 
Officials, the Rev. Henry Moule, 
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PROCESSION SCENES, C. E. CONVENTION (see Missionary News). 
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of the C. M. S., for the mission- 
aries, Pastor Jén of the C.1.M., 
for the Native Churches, and 
Pastor Ch’én, of the A.P.S., for 
the local Endeavourers. Dr. G. 
F. Fitch, who was in the chair, 
responded in a short and earnest 
speech, in which he struck the 
keynote of the Convention, 
drawing special attention to 
the theme—“ Evangelism,’ the 
motto—‘' Every Eudeavourer an 
Evangelist,’’ and the fext— 
“They..... went everywhere 
preaching the Word.”’ 
The regular sessions began on 
Friday, the 7th, the time table be- 
ing as follows :—6.30a.m. Quiet 


Hour; 9-12, 2-5 and 7-9, Ad- 


dresses. Each session opened 
with a service of song and a 
devotional address and prayer ; 
Papers, Discussions, etc., followed. 
The subjects included 
Report of the General Secretary, 
Mr. E. E. Strother ; the History 
of the C. E. Movement in the 
world, in China, and in Fukien ; 
special phases of the Endeavour- 
er’s life and aim, his attitude 
and principles, etc., etc. 


An interesting feature of one 


_session was the ‘‘ Greetings from 
the Provinces.’’ Members from 
fifteen provinces were present, 
and as each province was called 
out its representatives stood up, 


one of them acting as spokesman. 


It is impossible to name all the 
speakers and it would be in- 
vidious to pick and choose. But 
one is tempted to mention Mrs. 
Clark and Miss Yu Ling Ch’en, 
Pastors Cheng and Ting and 


Shén, Drs. Price and Fitch, 


Darroch and Main (in an ex- 
cellent and amusing speech when 
making the presentation to Dr. 
Clark) and MacGillivray, Rever- 
euds Remfry Hunt, A. R. Saun- 
ders, and I. Mason, and a host 


of others. However, we re- 
frain, 
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A special item on Saturday 
afternoon was a procession of 
the men delegates, led by Gover- 
nor Chu’s band, and waving 
flags and banners, which started 
from the Lecture Hall and 
marched through the streets and 


out to the Lake and up the 


Pagoda Hill, where they held a 
service of Song and Testimony. 
On Sunday morning each 
Church held its own services, 
but invited: visiting delegates to 
preach. During the afternoon 
three large united services were 
held,—one for perhaps 2,000 men 
in one of the theatres (gener- 
ously lent for the occasion), one 
for women in the Lecture Hall, 
and one for children in the 
Church of the N. Presbyterians. 
Each was largely attended and 
addressed by several speakers. 
Looking at the Convention as 
a whole, we may note with 
gratitude that many seem to 
have got a lift: ‘‘ We cannot 
again live and work on the 
low level.’’? Then the fact that 
all passed off so peacefully, 
though, as events have shown, 


disturbance was so near, is a 


cause of great thankfulness. 
The weather again, except on 
Sunday evening, was perfect. 
Everyone seemed to conspire to 


help and not to hinder,—the 


Governor and officials, the pro- 
prietors of the theatre and of 
the Lecture Hall, the railway 
authorities, and others too many 
to enumerate. 

The station platforms were 
crowded as the 3.30 train steamed 
out amid the cheers of those 
who had gathered to bid their 
guests God-speed. So ended the 
Eighth National Christian En- 
deavour Convention, a Conven- 
tion which we pray may tend 
more and more to the glory of 
God and the spread, in Hang- 
chow and elsewhere, of the 
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Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 


H. W. M. 


Some Further Notes on the Na- 
tional C. E. Convention. 


Others will write of the conven- 
tion proceedings. I will attempt 
to give only a few personal 
glimpses. 

The first of these is Mr. and 
Mrs. E. E. Strother. They re- 
turned to China as secretaries a 
year and a half ago. Since that 
time they have worked unceas- 
ingly, bringing order out of 
confusion, unifying, centralizing, 
and stimulating the work of 
Christian Endeavor in China, 
and the National Convention at 
Hangchow was a fitting culmina- 
tion of the first period of their 
service as secretaries. 

The second glimpse is that of 
Dr. and Mrs. Clark. Dr. Clark 
was able to appear in the Con- 
vention Hall only once immedi- 
ately after his arrival, but on this 
one occasion he was received with 
tremendous enthusiasm. The 
story of Dr. Clark’s self-denying 
labors had already been told in 
the early part of the Convention. 
He was welcomed with unbound- 
ed confidence and admiration, 
and his brief but striking address 
and the inspiration of his pres- 
ence and personality will not 
forgotten. 

Another striking incident was 
the presence on the platform of 
Rev. Mr. Chang, the aged pas- 
tor emeritus of the Presbyterian 
Church in Hangchow. Pastor 
Chang, almost blind and feeble 
with the weight of years, was 
helped to the platform. He sat 
listening for about an hour to the 
proceedings and then just before 
his departure the whole Conven- 
tion rose while he delivered a 
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brief address urging the members 
of the Convention to give their 
lives to the saving of other lives, 
pointing out that Christ in saving 
others could not save Himself 
and he urged all in words of 
tenderness and power to lose 
their lives that they might save 
them. Then over the bowed 
heads of the hushed and crowded 
audience he pronounced the bene- 
diction. He was a pastor before 
the large majority of the audience 
were born. 
Another few moments that 
linger as an inspiration were 
when Rev. Jonathan Goforth 
gave his one and only message 
to the Conference. Mr. Goforth 
has been suffering for over a 
year with carbuncles and was 
then suffering from the worst he 
had had. Dr. Main had that 
morning told him that he must 
leave at once for his Canadian 
home or else rtun the risk of 
living less than a year. The 
doctor promised him, however, 
that he might speak a few 
moments to the Conference. Mr. 
Goforth has done a great work 
as an evangelist in many parts 
of China. Many who heard him 
were debtors to him spiritually. 
And many will not forget the 
picture as he stood, a handker- 
chief about his neck, the ouly 
apparent mark of his suffering, 
and delivered his brief parting 
message. It was one instead of 
many but it carried the weight of 
many messages in one. — 
Another interesting speaker 
was Miss Chen, the Secretary of 
the Women’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union for China, She knew 
her subject well and she spoke 
with grace, eloquence, and con- 
viction. It isa question whether 
the audience were thinking more, 
however, of what she said than 
of the emancipation of the women 
of China through Christianity as 
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illustrated in the person of a 
young woman like Miss Chen. 


Another most interesting figure 


was that of Dr. D. Duncan Main, 
who did more toward making 
the meeting of the conference in 
Hangchow possible than any 
other person. He appeared on 
the platform only once. That 
was when he presented a gavel 
to Dr. Clark. His witty speech 
in Chinese caused uproarious 
laughter and applause. 
Another figure was that of 
Governor Jiu of Chekiang. He 
did not appear but sent his repre- 
sentative to welcome the conven- 
tion and lent his band for the 
procession on Saturday atternoon, 
and in other ways manifested his 
sympathy and interest. It is all 
the more tragic, therefore, that 


through political complications 


he was a fugitive from Hang- 


chow two days after the Conven- 


tion closed. This was because 
of his loyalty to President Yuan 
on the one hand and the declaring 


of the independence of Chekiang 


on the other. We hope that 


Governor Jiu will yet be able to 
welcome another Christian En- 


deavor Convention, or better 
than this that he will become a 


pronounced Christian as is his. 
Commissioner of Education, Mr. 


Wen. 


Time fails to tell of Rev. Cheng ‘ 
Ching-yi and Rev. Ting Li-mei, 


two most prominent Chinese 
speakers, well known throughout 
the Chinese Church, and of many 
Others, | | 

Many of the details of such 
& meeting will pass from the 
memory, but these persons, the 


living embodiment of what Chris- 
| tian Endeavor stands for, and 


the memory of what they said 
and what they are, will be an 
abiding inspiration through all 
the coming days. 

P. F, Pricz. 
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United Methodist Mission—North 
China District—Annual 
Meetings. | 


The Annual Meeting of the 
United Methodist Church, North 
China Mission, held its sessions 
at Wu Ting Fu on March 31st 
and following days. At the 
Executive Meeting there were 
present Dr. Candlin (in the 
Hinds, F. B. 
Turner, J. K, Robson, M.D., 
W. Eddon, Drs. Fletcher Jones 
and A. K. Baxter, and Miss 
Turner. In accordance with a 
resolution of last year and with 
the idea of somewhat reducing | 
the expense, the number of 
Chinese delegates was reduced 
so the attendance this year was 
on a more limited scale as com- 
pared with previous years. But 
the interest was well kept up, 
and the Chinese delegates took 
their full share in all the dis- 
cussions. The Reports of the 
Circuits and Departments show 
that the work has progressed 
and increased in‘strength, not- 
withstanding the fact that a 
decrease of 140 members is re- 
ported, owing to a more syste- 
matic revision of the registers. 
On the other side there is a 
gratifying increase in the number 


of probationers, 23, and there 


has been a substantial advance 
in Church contributions. The 
educational work of the mis- 
sion, especially that of the Lao- 
Ling Girls’ School becomes more 
efficient year by year. And the 
diligence of the students in 
Peking has shown in the results 
of the examinations, and seven 
students having acquitted them- 
selves well have been passed out 
to be placed on probation. 

The outlook for the women’s 


work under the earnest efforts of 
Miss Armitt is very hopeful, the 
winter classes showing good 
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‘results. An interesting feature 
of the work is the proposal to 
start a training class for Bible 
women which will fill a great 
need, a need that has been sorely 
felt for many years. It will 
be interesting at this point to 
recall that the Chinese District 
Meeting passed a resolution of 


sympathy on the death of our 


revered friend Mrs. Innocent 
and decided that a letter be sent 
to the family of the deceased. 


Mrs. Innocent during her long 


life in China kept in close touch 
with the Chinese women, and 
her best energies were given for 
their highest welfare and for the 
education of the women and 
girls. 

The STATISTICS are as follows: 

Preaching Places 203 ; Organ- 
ised Churcheso9. Adult mem- 


bers 3,093, Junior members 270, - 


Total—3,363. On trial 890. 
Number of baptisms during the 
year 198. Sunday schools 8: 
Teachers 39: scholars 402. Day 
» schools 28: scholars 481. Mid- 
die schools 3: students, girls 50, 
boys 55, total 105. Students in 
Peking University rr. 

Our two hospitals at T,ao- 
Ling and Yung Ping Fu have 
had an increase of patients over 
the preceding year, notwith- 
standing the shortness of funds 
owing to the War. The total 
visits of patients to Lao-Ling 
Hospital were 4,904, and Yung 
Ping Fu Hospital 4,662: 


After Fifty Years. 


The 27th of February in Tai- 
nan City Church was certainly 
a day which some of us will 
long remember. Owing to a 
nervous breakdown the talented 
pastor of this congregation had 
to resign about a year ago. The 
Kirk Session requested us to 
examine candidates and conduct 
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from sea-water. 
his (Romanised) New Testament 


(June 
baptismal and communion ser. 


vices. 

I examined in all 85 candi- 
dates, 56 of whom were women 
and 29 men. The oldest was 7; 
and the youngest 15. Of these _ 
13 men and t9 wemen were 
baptized, and 3 young men and 
5 young women were admitted 
to communion, having been 
baptized in infancy. Of those 
baptized 5 were over 60 and 20 
were 20 years old and under. | 
The oldest baptized was 63 and 
the youngest 16. 

The number baptized com. 
pared with the number of candi- 
dates was a little in excess of 
the usual proportion, which is 


‘about 1 in 3, but much care was 


taken in the sifting process, and 
finally the Kirk Session did not 
feel justified in longer delaying | 
any of the 38. One of those 
baptized had attended church 
for about one year and a half 
only, all the others had giver 
up idolatry and had been coming 
to services for from two and a 
half to fourteen years. Ofcourse 


in the nature of the case many 


of them were at very different 
stages in the amount of Bible 
knowledge and spiritual experi- 
ence. There was the 


assistant in the lawyer’s office. 
He can answer all and more 
than all that I ask him. And 
again there is the old lady of 
73, half blind and deaf, who can 
only say that she is just stupidly 
trusting Jesus. But between 
these two extremes there are 
some interesting characters of 
ordinary, everyday life. Here 
is a man of 46. His mother and 
two sons come with him to 
church but his wife and two 
daughters refuse to come. He 
is a farmer and also makes salt 
He can read 


young, 
sharp and apparently sincere 


4 
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and has been coming to church 


: for three years. I asked him if 


he could tell me of any definite 


_ change in his life since he became 


a Christian. In reply he told 
me that of course salt-manufac- 
ture is a Government monopoly, 
that when they bring the salt to 


‘the Government shed it. must be 


pretty damp and the Govern- 
ment official reckons off ro cat- 
ties from every 100 (equal to 
133 1/3 lbs.), thus allowing 10 
catties for drying. Then another 
10 catties must be allowed for 
the weight of the baskets. If 


the baskets are new or clean this _ 


10 catties off is too much, but if 
the baskets are dirty it is too 
little. Some don’t wash their 
baskets and thus can always get 
paid for a pound or two of salt 
more than their due. Since our 


friend became a Christian he 


washes his baskets about once 
in ten days and that makes the 
weight about just. 

Here is another man of 42. 
Formerly he took opium, has 
now given it up but has hitherto 
failed to persuade the Japanese 
authorities to allow him to dis- 


continue his annual smoker’s 


license. This is followed up 
with the interesting information 
that all opium smokers with the 
amount of the drug that each is 


-allowed to use, are carefully 


tabulated. The Government 
shops have a copy of these lists 
and are authorized to buy the 
prescribed quantity of opium. 
But there are many like this 
applicant for baptism who have 
either given it up altogether or 
take much less than they are 
entitled to. The surplus amount 
they re-sell to the shop-keeper 
who again secretly sells it to the 
smokers who have learned the 
habit but.dare not smoke openly 
as the Government refuses to 
Issue any new licenses. A con- 
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_ siderable quantity of this surplus 


opium is also smuggled across to 
China where because of its scarc- 
ity profits ranging from 500 
per cent upwards are easily 
obtained. It is said that the 
Japanese Customs wink at the 


smuggling of opium out of the 


Island as it all tends to swell the 
revenue. This may or may not 
be the case, but it ought not to 
be very difficult for the Chinese 
Customs to stop the illicit traffic. 
I am sorry to say that this 
candidate, though he himself 
had not taken opium for some 
years, had until recently accept- 
ed payment from the opium 
shop for his amount which he 
did not use. When questioned 
on the matter by the elders he 
frankly acknowledged it. He 
was quite a hopeful candidate, — 
had been coming to church for 
six years, could read quite in- 
telligently, and had already been 
twice an applicant for baptism. 
Of course he was again delayed 
until the Session is satisfied that 
his hands are clean of the evil. 

The services on Sunday the 
27th were certainly memorable. 
In the morning before a crowded 
congregation 38 adults and 19 
children were admitted into 
the visible Church. The office- 
bearers managed to have things 
done more decently and in 
order—so it seemed to me—than 


at any similar service I have at- 


tended in the city Church. Then 


in the afternoon the great sea of 


faces at the communion table, 
and all the other seats more 
than crammed with reverent, 
eager listeners, was a_ sight 
which would have cheered the 
hearts of home friends and would 
have removed any possible re- 


maining doubts as to the out- 


ward success of Christianity in 
Formosa. | 
D. F. 
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